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To the Reader. 
Gentle Reader, 
F thou beeſt Pious axd Pru- 


dent,and loveſt Gods truth, 
and the Churches Purity 
and Peace, The plain 
Piece will not be unaccepta- 


t) bletothee, The Subject is ſeaſonable, 


and ſuitable exongh;, and t have endea- 
| woured to handle it (ſo far.as I meddle . 
| with it) ſolidly, ſatisfactorily, and alſs 
ſ ſuccily, omitting Illuſtrations Illa- 
* tions; yea ayd Applications alſo, that- 
thou mighteſt have much iruit in a few 
ſmall Leaves, and not read long for a 
little z 1f the Do&rine be ſound, I ſhall 
leave thee to make the uſe. My defire 
and deſign is the ſuppreſjion of ſin ani 
wickedneſs and whereas wickedneſs 
( accordiizg as one or other of the 
three enemies of our ſalvation ts pre- 
dominant) is ether fleihly, as Adulte-_ 


k» 7), Fornica!ion, Gluttony » Drunken- 
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eſs. Or wordly, as Covetouſneſs, in- 
Juſtice, oppreſſion, extortion. Or Di- 
veliſh, as Schiſm, Hereſie, Blaſphemy, 
Contempt of Magitracy, Miniſtery and 
other Ordina;ices of God ;, The firit of 
which was too much indulged in former 
times; anatrve:hnd (to j nothing of 
the [eco.za)) 1s as much indulged in theſe 
times; I am n0/ now t0 fight againſt 
flcih and blood, bur againſt tue ipi- 
ritual evils of the ties, which are both 
ſins and judgmcnts, and ſhew both mans 
wickedneſs and Gods wrath, and are 
(to ſay no more) as leavening, Matt. 16. 
'6.11,12, Gal. 5.9. Antichriſtian, 
1 10h.2.22, and 4.3.and 2Ep.loh,v.7. 
Sathanical, 10h,8.44. 1 King. 22.22. 
1 Tim. 4.1,2. Act.13.10. 2 Tim. 
3- 8. 'as prophaneneſs is , though now 
wore prattiſed, Preached and pleaded for 
then formerly : I am not able to encoun- 
ter with them my ſelf alone, when theſe 
enemies COme in like a flood the Spi- 
rir of the Lord ſhall lift up a Stand- 
arc againſt them; 7 deſire not to ſpeak 

an) 


To the Reader. 


any thing my ſelf, but to hear whatthe 
Spirit taith unto the Churches, and 
70 report what judgment he gives as he 
hath left it on Record in holy Scripture, 
mm which are written the great things 
of the Law, nd the gracious, glorious 
thinzs of the Goſpel : © let them not be 
accountcd a ſmall thing : The enſ#- 
inz Tract doth repreſent that the holy 
Ghoſt doth (as it were) Cite or ſummon 
and ciſe everal ſpirits to be appre- 
hended and brought to Tryal ; ana that 
he ſets down certain diſtinfive Signes 
and Symprom:s of the Spirit of God , 
and yher $ pirias, And La#tly, That he 
doth examune and determine ſome parti- 
cular caſes brought before him concern- 
ing the Spirit ot Prayer, the Spirit of 
Prophetic , the winefing Spirit, the 
M niſtc114l ad Anti-miniſterial Spt- 
rit: And whentivs Treatiſe hath made 
this repreſentation, it gives up the 
Ghoſt. 

It hath been my hrarts deſire and 
Prayer , that 1 might repreſent theſe 
j1- 
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Tothe Reddet, 
judicial proceedings aright z It is my 
hearts defire and prayer, that thou 
mayeſt receive hem aright, And that | 
the high and holy Spirit of God may be ' 
with thy Spirit, ad with the Spirits of 
all $aints; and particularly with the ſpi= | 
rit of him who # the leaſt of all Saints, 


Mancheſter, 


March, 1. 1655 R H. 


The 


eAn Epiſtle. 


took in this /zttle, but 
> judicious Treatiſe , 
y. when it was brought 

to me for wane 
The communications of Gods Spirit 
are made matter of [corn by ſome,and 
by others a meer pretence 3 what 
more uſual now, then for fanaticall 
perſons to pretend to a peculiarity of 
the Spirit ,, as the filthy Gnoſticks, in 
the primitive times, gave out that all 
others were carnal, they only were 
PV get Tyevudioty ſpiritual men , as has 
ving a ſpecial preſence of the Spirit 
in them : Yide Iraneum, Lib.5, to 
adverſus hereſis, cap. 11. & paſiim ali- 
b:; and therefore their pride is ſup- 
| poled 


To the Reader. 


poſed to be taxed by the Apoſtle 
Fude,verl, I9, «uxito: Treoje (Wh Exovles, 
ſenſual, not haviar the Spirit ; that is, 
by their bruitiſh practiſes they plainly 
ſhewed, they had leaſt of thar Spirit 
to which they did pretend * Tertul- 
lian when he turn:d Montanift, wrot 
a Book Adverſ#s Pſychicos , againſt 
the carnal or a-imal men, intend- 
ing thereby the 07thodox - But this is 
not all, - how often do ſuch kind of 
perſons father the Brats of their own 
carnal hearts, upon the Holy Ghoſt 2 
and intitle the ſuggeſtions of the Devil 
that evil ſpirit, ro the impulfions of 
that holy Spirit of 7 210r"; + by whom 
we are ſraled to the day of Redemption : 
Theretore it much concerneth the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, to vindicate 
the honour of God, and ty put peo- 
ple upon trying the Spirits, and in'a 
' matter of ſuch concernment to give 
them the beſt light they can : Tos will 
bear with me 4 little in my folly(tor 
uch I account it to b- +1 acquaint the 
world 
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world with the courſe of my private 
Miniſtery ) and indeed bear with me, 
2 Cor, 11.1, whileſt Itell you that 
conſidering the neceſſity of the pre- 
ſent times, wherein ſome deny the 
Perſonality and God-head of the Spirit; 
others counterfeit his Preſence and 
Oper "tions, and many mithapen and 
monſtruous co;:ceits, are obtruded up- 
on the world concerning both: I 
thought I could not better ſerve the 
preſent truth, and accomplith the ends 
of my Miniſtery , than by clearing 
up the whole Dottrine of the Spirit, 
as touChing his Godhead and Per ſona- 
lity ; His Effuſton firſt, upon Chriſt 
as the Head, ſenſibly at his Baptiſm, 
Mat. 3. Onthe Apoſtles as the chief 
Agen:s and Factors for his Kingdom 
on the day of Penticoſt, A#.2. Then 
»pon all Beleivers,till his ſecond com- 
ming , eſpecially on the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, who are ordinarily pre- 
{umed to have a more plentiful mea- 
ſure of the Spirit, according ro that 
place 
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place which they ſuſtain in the body: 
Next, my work was to ſtate the man- 
ner of his Preſence,the quality of h1sOpe- 
ratioas, in Inlightuing ; Santtifying , 
Wi ine ing, Comforting, Strengtbning, 

| vickning,awakening thoughts of, aud 
deſires after, our bleſſed;efs in Heaven y 
more clpecially the influence of the 
Spirit upon the duties of Prayer and 
Preaching : And after al; this, I rook 
occaſion to fp:ak of re/t5ting, grieving 
and quenchizg the Spirit on the one 
{ide, and of gratifying and g lorifying 
the Spirit on the other, in all which 
Ciicourtes I mainly intended a Di- 
re&tion to Chriſtians to guide them 
in the tral of Spirits: and whileſt I 
was conſidering of making this work 
more pubiiquely uſetul, how happ!- 
ly am I prevenicd by the pains of this 
Gedly, Learned and judicious Authour, 
wno hath treated of the ſame things, 
almoſt in the ſaine Method ; and that 
in fuca a ſuccintt and ſtrengihy way, 
thar if thoy complain of any th ng, : 

Wi 
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will be of want of Word not of Mat- 
ter, ſo Much being ſpoken in ſo Little 
2 compaſs ; for my part I cannot but 
profels my joy , That the Lord hath 
inclined the heart of ſuch an able per- 
ſon to ſuch an Argument. Now this 
good Lord bleſs his Labours to thine 
Uſe, Iam 


Thine in all Chriſtian 


Service 


Tho. Manton. 


he Spirit 
a" thems 
23 
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Cuar, F 
Of Tryal of Spirits in the 


general, 


Here are evil Spirits as well as 
g00d ; reprobate Angels which 

aid not abide in the truth, as well as Elect 
Angcls, which were confirmed in grace 
and truth z The Scripture mentions 4 
Spirit of tne world, 1 Cor. 2.12. 4 mans 
own. ſpirit, Ezck. 13. 3. 4 perverſe ſpi- 
rit, [14. 19. 2. 4 ſpirit of Divination, 4 


ſparit of Amichriſt, a ſpirit ef error and 


giddineſs, as weil as a ſpirit of trut, of 


Faith, of Love, of Meckueſs : as Satan 
ſets up falſe gods, in oppoulition to the 


\ true and living God, and faiſe Chriſts, 
at. 


j in oppoſition to the true Chriſt z ſo he 
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alſo ſets up lying ſpirits, in oppoſition of 
the true Spirit; falſe Apoſtles, falſe 
Prophets, falſe Miniſters, in oppoſ1- 
tion of thetrue and faithful Miniſters 


* of Chriſt. And the worſer ſort of 


Spirits arc abroad, Satan walks up and 
down, too and fro in the earth, Many falſe 
Prophets are gone out into the world ; they 
have from God a kind of permiſſion, 
though no approbation, 1 King. 22.22. 
and from men, too much commiſſion 
and connivence : and this comes to paſs 
by the wiſe and gracious ordering of 


God - Partly for the puniſhment, both \, 


of Miniſters, which have too much 
complyed with the Sins, Errors, and 
Schiſmes of the times ; and of Profeſ- 
ſors, which have loathed Manna,grown 


wanton and weary of the moſt holy and | 


wholeſome truths, and defirous of 


Novelties: And partly for the proba- | 


tion and tryal of the truly, fincere and 
ſound Paſtors and People, Deut.13.1.2. 
1 Cor. 11. 19. As Foſephs chaſtity was 
trycd by his ſtrong temprations to un- 

clean- 


| 
| 


+ whence themſelves do coine. 
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cleannefs, Ger. 39. or poſhbly God 
ſhews us the miſery and miſchief of to- 
leration,under which(as we plainly fee) 
whatſoever is dear and precious in the 
eyes of God and his People, is baſely 
prophaned and abuled : Iris therefore 
necefſary, that we ſhould zry the Spirit, 
Indeed it is not cafteto diicern the diffe- 
rence of Spirits; a bodily blemiſh, as 
defect of an eye, an arme, or hand, is 
diſcernable by every child, or tool ; but 
a defect inthe Inrellectuals, is leſs diſ- 
cernable ; and (piritual deceits are ſpun 
with the fineſt thred, and leaſt of all 
diſcoverable or confutable; yet it is 
dangerous not to diſcern them : The 
fpirir of ſome Herbs are as burtful, as 
others are healthful: The Houſe and 
Home of good Spirits, is Heaven, of bad 
ones Hell ; each of them labour to con« 
dut mento the reſpe&ive places from 
Adam 


and Eve not diſcerning Satan in the 
Serpent, plunged both their perſons 
and poſterity, into a world of woe and 

B 2 
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4 Of Tryal of Spirits in general. 
miſery , and many of their poſterity 
are in like manner cheated into Hell, 
2 Pet. 2.1,2, 3. 

The Perſons that are to try, are the 
Church of God ; the Catholique and 
particular Churches, Paſtors, Gover- 
nors, and every Chriſtianz Thoſe that 
are truly Regenerate, have in mealure 
the Spirit oft God, and rhem God will 
keep that either they ſhall not erre 
foully, or not finally; And thoſe that 
have onely the common gift of the 
Spirit, may thereby be enabled ſoundly, 
(though not fanitifyingly, or ſavinely) 
to diſcern and diſcover errors, Tryal 
isin order to paſſing judgment; and 
though private Chriſtians have not the 
judgment of deciſion; yet they have, 
and are to aſe the judgment of private 
practical diſcretion, that their faith ma 
not be implicite and blind, reſting only 
upon men, Bur alafs, whatever right 
or Iiberty all Chriſtians haye, ſundry 
of them have no abiliry of trying ſp1- 
rits, at leait not in all cafes; as Intants 
in 
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in age, Ideot's, andtiole that are weak 
in the faith, which are :ndeed to be che- 
rithed and zecerved, but net into dovorful 
diſputations, Rom. 14.1, Calſtics Cin- 
not be built in the Aire; Feundations 
muſt be laid, and Walis built, beiore 
the Root can be laid, or Pinacle ſer up: 
Some have need of milk, and ot of ſironz 
meat, being unskilf ul ia the word of righ- 
zeouſneſs, Heb.5.12,13, Oh thatthey 
would learn the firſt principles of the 
Oracles of God, and bmid themſelves in 
their holy faith upon firm Foundations, 
which through Gods wiſdome and 
go0cGneis, are more plain and caſte, be- 
tore they exerciſe themſelves in matters 
too hard and high for them, Plal. 
131. I. 

The Spirits that arc to be tryed, are 
thoſe Spirits that we have need and oc- 
cafien, as well as ability, to try : All 
Spirits nced not trying, either becaule 


\their folly and falſchood is manifeſt to all 
men at the firſt fight: Thoſe thas Preach 


other Goſpels are tobe accurſed,Gal.1,7.8. 
B 3 They 
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They are neither to be entertained in 0ur 
houſe, nor ſaluted by the woy, 2 Toh. 10. 
When Cerinthus was in the Bath, 10vn 
diſputed not with him, bur leaped out 
from him : Get thee behind me Satan, 1s 
good in this caſe. Or becauſe they 
have been duly tricd alreadie ; there 15 
atime of trying, and butatime; and 
then there is a time of holding faſt that 
which upon trial we find good, and ab- 


ſtaining from all appearance of evil, 


1 Thel. 5. 21. The Bereans having by 
ſcarching the Scriptures, tound that Pauls 
Dottrine was ſound : And the Church 
of Epheſus baving tryed the falſe Apoſtles 


and found them lyars, need not try the 


fame Perſons and Doctrines over 
again, As 17. Rev. 2. Alto ſome 
Spirits lienot in our way, and we are 
not to go out of Gods way, to find our 


matters of tryalz for then we ſhould | 
needleſly ruſh into many remprations, 


and ſpend all the daics of our ſhorr lite, | 


in enquicrie and examination of the {c- 
veral dreams and dotages of Pagans, 
T urks, 


— 
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Turks, Jews, Papiſts, Hereticks and 
Schiſmaticks of ſeveral ſorts , inſtead 
of growing in grace and the knowledg of 
Chrift Cyucified, and abounding in the 
fruits of _— neſs. 

Tryal neceſſarily ſuppoleth ſome 
Rule by which the Tryal muſt be made, 
and no righrer or ſurer Rule imaginable 
then the Word of God; and if they 


ſpeak not according to this Word, it is be- 
* Cauſe there is no light in them, I\ai.$. 20. 


whatſoever they boalt of {ig4t in them, 
their light is darkneſs : this is the Rule 
and Square of our walking, Gal. 6. 16. 
and muſt judge us at the laſt day, 7oh. 
I2. 48. Rev. 20, 12. God the Author 
of the holy Scripture, is the Supream 
Law-giver and-Judge, the Maker and 
Expounder of the Law, 1ſat. 33. 22. 


Fam. 4. 12. This holy men writ , bein 
inſpired by the Holy, Eternal , Infallible 


' Spirit, 2 Pet. 1, ult. and and none knows 


the mind of God, better then the Spirit of 


| Goa, 1 Cor. 2.11. Tothe Spirit ſpeak- 


ing in Scripture, all created ſpirits are 
B 4 to 
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to be ſubje& : Parls Doftrine (though 
an Apoſtle) was tryed by this Rule, 
Af, 17. 11, Though the Scripture 
cannot do all the parts of a Judge, be- 
caule it neither ſpcaketh with the 
voice of a man, nor doth it, or canit, 
examine or determine matters of fact 
as whether Arins denyed the God-head 
of Chriſt, orno? yetit is ſaid to ſpeak, 
Toh. 7. 42. and doth judge controver- 
ties, asa Writing, Hol. 8. 12. a mans 
Will and Teſtament, Heb. 9. 15.4 Char- 
tey, a Letter, a Law doth ſpeak, and 
we may underſtand a mans mind by 
his writing, as well asit we heard him 
ſpeak, and may better preſerve, yea 
more and longer poncer upon a writ- 
ing, then upon words only. 

T ſhall adde this hereunto, by way cf 
Caution, That when I ſpeak ot the Spi- 
rits being,or awe!!ingin a Saint : I mean 
not an eſſential or perlonal in-being or 
in-dwelling of the Spirit, as he is God, 
or the third Perſon ot the Holy Trinity: 
God 1s {aid to dwell ;7a us, 2 Cor. 6, 16. 

and 
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and we are the Temylers and Habitations 
of God, 1 Cor. 3.16, 17. and Chriſt is. 
not only given for us, but to us, Ila.g 6. 
comes in to us, Rev. 3.20. 75 in 16, Toh. 
17. 23. livethin us, Gal. 2, 20, adwel- 
leth in our hearts, Epheſ, 3.16, 17. as 
well as the holy Spirit of God: Yet 
me thinks it is ſtrange, to ſay that the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, do 
dwell perſonally in the Sainis;z for 
whereas each Perſon is both indvifible 
and omnipreſent z this ſeems burh to 
divide and limir them, to ſay, that any 
of them is perſonally here, or there, in 
Peter, Paul, or other Saints, and not 
in intermediate places; and there is a 
cencration of men, now Aa dales, that 
upon this account, would confound and 
and equalize the Creator and creature 
the Ecernal God, Father, Son and Spi- 
rit, with mortal (yea miſerable) men. 
It the evil Spirit, though finite and li- 
mitted, may act and rule in the children 
of difobedience, 1 Toh. 4. 4. Eph. 2. 2. 
and may be {aid to keep the houſe, 
Luk. 
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Luk. 11. 21. though he do not inha- 
bit perſonally in them ; much more 
may the Infinite and Eternal Spirit, 
without ſuch perſonal inhabiration, act 
and rule in Beleevers. Beſides thisScri- 
pture phraſe of in-being and in-dwel- 
ling, doth import only inwardneſs, 
meer relation and cloſe union, 7oh. 17. 
22,23.Hence God is faid to be in Chriſt, 
as well as Chri#t in God, 10h, 17.21, and 
Saints arcas well ſaid ro be zz, and to 
dwell in Chriſt, Roms. 8.1. 101.6.56. 
and to be in the Spirit, Rom. 8. 9. As 
Chriſt or the holy Spirit are ſaid to be, 
or dwell in them; and therefore this 
phraſe doth no more evince perſonal 
inhabitation, on the one fide then one 
the other. Ir may be granted, that 
the Spirit of God being the /aſt of all 
the three Perſons, in order both of (ub- 
ſiſting and working, doth come lower 
and neerer to us, and more immedi- 
ately cloſe with our ſpirits, then the 
Father or the Son ; for what the Father 
orthe Son do aR andinfluence upon the 

{oul, 
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ſoul, is mediately by the holy Ghoft ; 
and God by the Spirit on his part, doth 
rake hold on us, Ezek. 11.19. and we 
are the Habitationsof God through the Spi- 
rit, Epheſ. 2. 21, 22. as we by faith on 
our part lay hold on Chriſt, 10h, 1. 12. 
And he dwelleth in our hearts by 7 mes 

Eph. 3. 17. and it muſt of necefhty be ' | 
granted, that the Sprrit by a Metony- 
my, may be ſaid to dwell inus, when 
we dwell in love, 1 105, 4.16. and the 
truth dwellethin us,2 Ep.loh.v.2. When 
we partake of his Gifts and Graces, 
though theſe be not the Spirit it felf, 
for the Scripture doth manifeſtly di- 
ſt:nguiſh rhem from it, ſaying there are 
diverſities of Gifts, and but one ſpirit ; 
and that theſe are but rhe Gifts, Fruits, 
and operations of that one ſpirit, 1 Cor. 
I2.4.t0 14. Gal. 5.22. as when we lay 
the Sun comes into an houſe,--we mean 
not the body of the Sun (for that abides 
in its own Orb) but the Beams of it ; 
ſo the Apoſtle makes the Word of Chrift 
dwelling in us, richly in all wiſdom, teach- 
ing 
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Iz Of Tryal of Spirits in general. 
Ins and admoniſhins one another in 
Palms, &c. to be the ſame with being 
filled with the ſpirit , Col. 3.16, with 
Eph. 5.18, 19. Ycacven Bezaleel, be- 
cauſe God had made him a good work- 
man in blue Purple, &c. 1 {a1 to be 
filled with the Spirit of God, Ex.37.2, 3, 
4, 5- And theres a ſtronger and high- 
er reaſon why a good Chriſtian , be- 
cauſe of ſuch gracious imprefſions of 
Gods Spirit on his ſoul, ſhould be ſaid 
to be filled with the Spirit. Laſtly, it is 
not to be denyed, bur there are {evera! 
atings of the Spirit, iz, 07, and with 
thy ſoul, citinct trom, yea and ſuble- 
quent to his working of grace init, vis. 
thoſe Ads whereby he doth ſupport, 
aſſt, co-operate an comfort , bear 
witneſs with our ſpirits, and ſeal to the day 
of Redemption, Rom. 8. 16. Eph. 1.13. 
and 4.30.whici notwithſtanding,come 
ſhort of proving the Spirits perſonal 
In-being, or In-dwelling in us, as hath 
been ſhewed. 


4 Cuad. 


Cnay. II. 


Of the Properties of the WE 
rit of God, with the vin- 
dication of them from 
common miſtakes. 


He Firſt unqueſtionable Property 
of the Spirit of God is, that it 1s 

good, Pſal, 143. 10. not only Metaphy- 
ſically, (fo the Devils are good, becauſe 
they are beings) but morally : He 1s 
the Holy Ghoſt, or Spirit z the Spirit of 
holineſs, Rom. 1. 4. and his Motions 
are good and holy and never evil ; but 
Satan 1s « TorrTeds the wicked ONc, wick- 
ednels, ſpiritual wickedneſſes, Eph.6.12. 
the evil ſpirit; his remprations areevil, 
and to evil, be.ng a ſpirit of whoredoms, 
an xncleay ſpirit, Hol, 4, 12. hetempt- 
eth 


| 
|: 


and Treal0n> Toh. 13+ 2+ 
Object. But this or that ſpirit moveth 
20 good Dutler, 10 abhor pride 4” Appa- 
yel, to renounce he world, XC* 

1nſw. Thug" the good Spirit of 
God doth never tempt io evil; yer the 
evil ſpirit ſomerumes perſwades T0 that 
which is $090 » and ſo be transforms 


never move 0 good » 35 i 15 $00 
(though by accident K May be matert- 
ally good ) but as {ome fin or evil 


bait 15 good tor the fiſh 3 bur the Fiſher 


= 


41Mmes at the catc mg and killing of the 


fiſh, not 3t the feeding of them 3 and 


{ 
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'With their Vindication.  t& 
doth Satan in this caſe, Fames 1. 14. 
Queſt. How may I know when it is 
evil ſpirit that moveth me tothat which is 


good ? 


Anſv. 1, When we are moved todo 
holy Duties »»{#table to good things, 


4n a bad manner, without care or con- 


{cience, viz. in pride, as David num- 
bred the people (a thing in ſome caſes 
lawful and neceſſary) 1 Chron. 21. 1. 
or in hypoeriſie, lo the Pharaſees faſted, 
prayed , and gave Almes, Matth, 6. 
with oppinion of merit, Gal. 5. 2.4.5.8. 
or for a pretence for the covering of our 
wicked intentions, Matth. 23. 14. 23. 
ſo Herod, Maith, 2.7.8, So to Pray, 
or Preach careleſly, to come to the 
Lords Supper unpreparedly, and un- 
worthily, 1 Cor. 11, 27, for Satan 
knows that not only the plowing of the 
wicked is ſin, Prov.,21. 4. Butalſotheir 
Praying, Propheſying, and their Ser- 
vice of God, their Sacrifice to God, is 
abhominable , Prov. 28. 9. and that a 
curſe belongs to them that do the works 1 
| Go 
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God nezligently, Ferem. 48. 10. much 
more it rhey do it propianely ; And 
Satan would have us by thus means, to 
go away with 4 curſe inſtead of a bleſ- 
ſing. 

Secondly,when we are moved to do 
good Exiravagantly, witiout Call or 
commiſſion : ſo C-rah and Dathan of- 
tered incenſe, Numb, 16, Such was Sauls 
ſacrificing, 1224's ſtaying the Ark, 
ppagh His intention was very £ 200d) 

z2ah's offering incenſe : God is the 
yr of order ; The evil Spirit caulerh 
cumulr, ditorder,diſtrition,contuſton, 
L Gor. 14.33: God hath : /ppointed Or- 
ders in þis Church, firſt Apoſtles, &Cc. 
I Cor. 12.28, £p4.4. 11. His Canon is, 
Let all things be done in oraer, 1 (01,14. 
40. For the Church :s a» Army with 
Banners,in Military Rank and File; wo- 
men are appointed 10 keep jilence tn the 
Churches ; and ihe Spirits of the Pro- 
phets are 10 be ſub) ect to the Prophets ; 
and every oye 0ug9t to abide in his own 


Place and Calling » I Cor, 7, 20. 24. 
And 


N | 
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And the Apoſtles pray (a very needful 
and uſetul prayer) that they may be 
delivered from ab{urd men ; Or men out 
of their places, 2 Thel. 3. 1, 3. 
Thirdly, W en weare moved todo 
good unſeaſonav'y, viz. when thereare 


other Dunes, cit] cr iathemlelves great- 


er, Or more incument On s at that ti me, 
then that which we are moved to; ſuch 
15Sour conſidering our worldly occaft- 
ons (at other times lawful and fir) upon 
the Lords Day, Amos. 8.5. Iſa. 58, [ 3, 

50 private Dutics and E KErclies, 1N 
time of Publique Ordinances, for - God 


loves the Gates of Sion; the more So- 
lemn and Pub-ique Aﬀſem! bites of his 
People more thes all the private awel- 
lings of Jacob, Pia, $7. 2. So 1mpertt- 
nent ih 2ugh t5 (rzoug h otherwile holy 
and g004) which do hinder our pray- 
ing, hearing, ſcrving of God; that we 

Cannot pray or he: ar, Fc. as WC ought, 
with all our might, Eccleſ. Jg. 10. ſo that 
expreſſion of Peters love and affection 
to Jelus Chriſt, was unſeaſonable, and 


S favoured 
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ſavoured more of man then of God, of 
Satan then of a Saint, Matth, 16, 21, 
22,23. There # 4 time for all things - 
miſ-timing of our Duties , doth turn 
them to fin: Satan would make Gods 
ways to interfer, and would have one 
duty to ſhoulcer out another; if he 
cannot hinder every duty, he will hin- 
der opus Diet, the pretent duty : but 
the good man brings forth fruit in due (:a- 
bn, Pial. 1. 3. and every thing is beau» 

zifull inits {eaſon, Ecclel. 3. 11. 
Fourthly, When weare moved to 
do good things vnmeaſureably, when a 
Chriſtian, clpccially a young Converr, 
will be d0zng, Sitan will haye him over 
do: It was the dury of the inceſtuous 
perſon , to be ſorrowiul, 1 Cor. 5. 2. 
bur there was danger, leaſt Satan ſhuuld 
ſwallow him up with over mucy ſorrow , 
2 Cor. 2. 10, I: was a duty to keep the 
Sabbath, b::t the Pharaſees over-kept 
it, Mat, 12. 1,2, the Eutiche were to 
pray, bur tiiey wouid be alway praying 3 
It is a duty tor married parton ro 
OTI- 
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forbear the uſe of the marriage Bed , 
. for 4 time , but not too lone, leaſt Satan 
ſbould tempt them for their inconſtarcy, 
I Cor. 7.5. Then alſo are dutics un- 
mcaſurable , or at leaſt untcaſonable, 
when they are prejudicial to our healths, 
Ho{. 6.6. God will have mercy , not ſa- 
crifice, or do occaſion usto negled the 
Curics of our particular callings or rela- 
tions, 2 The. 3.11, Wecannot indeed 
exceed in our love to God, modys aili- 
gendi Deum eſt fine modo, but we may 
exceccd in external expreſſions of love 
or iervice, and this excels 1s Satans po- 
licy, that he might weary gut the ſpirits 
of mcn,ride them off their legs, and be- 
get both in them and others, hard 
thoughts ot Religion, and crawthem 
from this ecxceis in holy pertormances, 
to an utrer negleR of them. 

The tccond unqueſtionable Proper- 
ty of the Spirit of God, is Treth, 1 Toh, 
5.6. Iris the Spirit of 5r#1h,Joh,16.13, 
as Chriſt is Truzh), Toh. 14.6. 2s goodneſs 
Is a conformity to Gods Will, (0 Truth iS 4 
C 2 con- 


20 The Properties of the Spirit of God. 
conformity to his Underſtanding, a1 
truths below, are but Copies of that 
Orig:nal and Eternal Truth that is 
above ; God al ays ſpeaks truth, and 
neverlics, he c47x0: lye, nor deccive, or 
be dece! ved, It is impoſſible for God to he, 
Heb. 6. This Spirit leads not only 70 
the truth ; but zzto it, 2ato all truth - 
But the evil ſpirit 1s a lyar, Toh. 8.44. 
a lying ſpirit, 1 King. 22. 22, A ſedu- 
cing ſpirit , ſpeaking lies 19 hypocriſie, 
I Tim. 4+ 1,2. As trnth is the Son of 
God, ſo lying is the Daughter of the 
Devil; Satin lyed to tne fit * dun, 
Gen. 3. 5. and to the ſecond Adam, 
Luk, 4.6. and ſtil] he raiſes cpen, out- 
ward, icandalous, lying reports of holy 
Miniſters,and other men,or ellc inward 
falle {urmites 2nd fulpittons, 

Obje&. Bur this or that ſpirit doth 
ſpeak truth, viz. that we ſhould repent, 
fear the livine God , and that there are 
falſe Teachers and Sed:cers abroad, of 
whom we nu / beware, or ihelike; there- 
fore this ts the good Spirit of G od. 

Anſw. 


With their vindication. 21 
Anſw, Tiough it be true, that what 
foever Spirit doth lye, is not the Spirit 
ot God, yet itis not true that eyery ipl- 
rit which ipeaks any truth is therefore 
the Spirit of God: Satan doth ſome- 
times atreſt the higheſt and holyeſt 
truths, viz. That Feſus 8s the Son of 
God, that the Apoſiles are the Servants of 
God, which ſhew the way of Salvation,At. 
16.17, butour Saviour {1]encerh them, 
and would not ſuffer them to ſpeak, 
though they {poke truths, Mark 1. 34- 
Act, 16.18, The difference therefore 
between Satans ſpeaking truth, and 
Gods Spirit ſpeaking truth, is this. 

1, It Satan ipeaks truth,he tpeaketh 
not of his own ;, a lye only is his ewn, Toh. 
8.44. he doth but borrow truths, or 
rater ſteal them from from the Scrip- 
tures, the Miniſters or people of God, 
Fer. 23. 30. 

2. Whcn Satan ſpeaks truth , he 
uſually miſapplies it,as 765 Friends did 
many Pprectous truths, 

2. Henever ſpeaks truth inthe /ove, 
or 


2 2-The Properties of the Spirit of Gid, &c: 
or for the advantage of it; but to ve a 
pretence,ſhadow and zntroduttion to a lye: 
If Error ſhould appear in her own 
ſhape, ſhe woul4 be very horrid and 
deforme:!, thererore the puts on her, 
the Mu;!ic 0: Truth, or gets {ome 
truth uſually to bear ner company, 
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Cray, [I]. 


Of four other Qualifications 
of the Spirit of (od, and 


the vindication of them. 


Third Property of the Spirit of 
A God, is {:g4t, heisthe Sp-rit of 
Light, of Wiſdcm and Knowledge, Ia. 
II, 2, of Revelation ins the knowledge of 
Chriſt, Eph. 1.17. As God's light, and 
Chriſt is light, 4 Sun , abright Morning 
Starz the Spirit is compared to fire, 
AF, 2. 1 Theſ.5. Heavenly fire which 
gives light as well as hear; bur Hell- 
fire is hotand dark - Satan is that Prznce 
of darkneſs, the Ruler of the darkneſs of 
this world ; which darkens and blinds the 
minds of them that beleeve not , 2 Cor. 


4+ 
Obje&t, But doth not the evil Spirit 
C 4 bring 
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24 Onalifications of the Spirit of God, 


bring 4 (0 a lizht with it ? 


4 nſw. Satan doth indeed transform 
himſelf :nto ax - An;el of light , 2 Cor. 
I 1, 14. eſpccially in times,ind amongſt 
perſons pretending to much light, and 
abot 1611519 7a all 4tterance ard k,,owleage, 
1 Cor. 1.5. And theref ire we are to 
uaderſtand thar rhe Light of t!:e Spirit 
of God, 1s to argue or convince the world 
of [in, of r.2hteouſneſs, of judgment. 191. 
16, 8. Ep".5.12,13. toſhew us (as the 
Angel did, Da#?, 10.21.) that which tis 
noted in the Scripture of truth, to explain 
the glorious Myſteries of the Goſpel, 
and Godl!ineſs , that we may diſcern 
them in a ſpiritual manner, which a na- 
tural man cannot do, I Cor, 2, Io, Il, 
to ſhew us that by Sun-lizht , which 
reaſon can either not ſee pr all, or but 
as it were by Moon- light. 

The Golpel is an everlaſting Goſpel, 
Rev. 14. 6. and the Spirits bids us con- 
tend for the faith once delivered to the 
Saints, not alway #n delivering : This 
Light is a Light of the ſame nature 

with 


And their vindication- 25 
with the light held forth in the Word, 
Pſal. 119. 105. the Word is a Lantorns 
a dark Lantorn (ſay ſome) without the 
Spirit z but I am ſure that Spirit is a 
going fire, a delucing ſpirit that carries 
not, but contemns and confounds this 
Lanthorn, and there zs xo light in them, 
Iſa.8.20.The l:ght tha* i in them is aark- 
neſs, and how great is that darkneſs, Mat. 
6. 23. Gods pcople are led by the Spt- 
rit, when they are led by the word in- 
ſpired by the Spirit, 2 Pet. 1. wt. 
and they are raught by God, when 
taught by his Book: No Spirit of, 
Chriſt doth abſtrat any mans faith 
from the Word of God, which is in- 
deed the word of faith, Rom.10.8, Spt- 
ritual knowledge doth ' not exclude , 
bur contain in it the litteral knowledge, 
though the litteral knowledge may be 
without the ſpiritual; yer the ſpiritu- 
al knowledge of Gods Word 1s not 
without the litreral : We are not war- 
ranted to expe, ortruſt ro Enthuft- 
aſm's , or preter-ſcriptural , much leſs 
COu- 
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26 Qualifications of the Spirit of God, 
eontra-ſcriptural Revelations, as the 
which had Moſes and the Prophets, the 
Books of Moſes and the Prophets, and 
thoſe that ſate in Moſes Chair, were not 
to expect guidance from revived re- 
turning Ghoſts, but to hear Mcfes and 
che Prophets, Luk.16.29, Mat.2 3.2,3. 
ſo we, which beſides Moſes and the Pro- 

phets have alſo Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
and haye the Canon of the holy Scrip- 
tures perfected, have 1nuch lefs reaon 
to expe Revelations, and to flcigitt 
the holy Scriptures; but may, and 
ought to build on the fonzidaitons of the 

Prophets of the old Teſtament, and the 
Apoſtles of the new, Eph, 2.21.. That 
light which contradicts old Articles of 
faith, and coyns new oncs ; that Ca- 
nonizeth new Scriptures, or preacheth 
new Goſpels , yca the very queſtioning 
of, Carping, or Cavilling againſt 
known, received Truths, is of Satin, 
Gen. 3. 1.5. And he that preacheth ano- 
ther Goſpel, though he ſeem wile as an 
Angel, and have the Tongue of an 

| Angcl, 
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And their vindication, 27 
Angel, and ſeem as ho'y and zealous 
as tle Angels, zs to be accur, ed, Gal, I, 
7, 8, 9- 

T he fourth Property of the true Spi- 
rit of God is Lowlineſs, and indeed, 
the more hghr, the more lowlineſs ;, The 
more loathing of our ſelves, Eztk. 36. 
27, with 31. tor the Spirit conv:ncerh us 
of fin, Loh. 16. 8. makes Pail tt judge 
him{ſclf the c/ref of ſinners, 1 T.m.1.15. 
and to be carnal, Rom. 7. 14. butrhe 
evil Spic1r is proud, and puffeth up, 
I Tim. 2.6. 1 Cor. $.1. 1s {upercili- 
ous and cenforious of other men; ſpeak- 
inz evil of perfons, and things which they 
kzow not, ani ſaying f and by thy If, 1 
am nore holy then thou, Ta. 65.5. calling 
others carnal, ſenſual, divelſh , while 
they pretend themſelves to be free from 
fin: But the Apoſtle, who had the true 
Spirit of God, faith, /f we (tharis) It T 
Fohn that writ this Epiſtle, or other 
Apoſtles, or Bclcevers, ſay that we have 
no ſin, we are lyers, 1 Toh. 1. 


The firſt Property of the true Spi- 
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2% 2ualifications of the Spirit of God, 
ritof God is Liberty, where the Spirit of 
the Lord is, there is liberty, 2 Cor.3.17. 

He is a free Spirit, Pal. 51. 12, Satan 
is a ſlave, 2nd of a (ervile Spirir, and io 
all his Avents and Servants arc; yea 
(fay ſome) that iS it which we plead for, 

viz. Liverty; Wat you muſt therefore 
take notice ot ihe 1narks of this Liberty. 

Firſt, That Liberty which is from the 
Spirit of Go1, 15 n9: a Liberty to fin, 
but from: {in,lon 3. 34. 2 Peter 2. 19. 
Secondly, This Liderty overthrows 
not cithcr Eccleitaſt.cal or Civil Go- 
vernment , 1 Pet. 2. 13. 15. tor this 
were to znake it a Cloak of 2. icionſaeſs, 

Thircly, T hits Liberty 1s 0 2nd 13 the 
ſervice of God, and not fromit; men 
now t2]k muci againſt Forms 5 but mere 
are ſome Forms of Gods Inſt tv LN, 
and others ol mens inventions thouga 
we be free from all finful ſuperſticious 

forms of mens inventing z yet we are 
nor therefore free from the lawful and 
necdful Forms that are of Gods ap- 
pointing, His ſervice is perfet? mu 

The 
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The fixt Property of the Spirit of 
God, is Unity : Unity, Love and Peace 
is the fruit and cftcc of the good Spirer, 
Eph. 4. So Gal. To 22, we 470 all made to 
arink into ene Spirtt , as we all Jews 
and Gentiics, ave by 0; ze SPIT. baptized 
into one b.dy,or univerſal! Church, 1Cor. 
I2. 12,13, the moſt p!entity] cftutton 
of the Sp:rit, made beleewvers cf one heart 
and ſoul, Act. 4.31, 32. bat the evil 
{ſpirit is a dividing {pirit, Jude 9. 23, 
The Apoſtle intimates tar ſcandals 
and deviſſons are from Satan, Rem. I6. 
I7, witn20, Heisa ſeparating Spirit, 
as the Spirit of Goa 15not, Fudev. 19. 

Queſt. But 1s do! Satan alſo on uniting 
ſpirit * 

Auſv. Yes he is, but that 1s in his 
own Kingdom, and amonglit his own 
people; For he i not wIvide i againſt him- 
felf, nor is bis Kinzdom diviaed againſt 
it (elf, Mat, 12, 25, 26,27. While the 
ſtrong man arinied keepeth the houſe , all 
things are 19 peace, Luk, 11. 21. He 


would not have Icolatrous; Heretical 
talle 
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30 [Op ns of the $ pirit of God, 
falle Churches to be diſturbed,cty ided, 
or ſeparated trom,much leis deltroyed; 
but in rrue Churches ( which are the 
Kingdom ot his enemy the Lord ſeſus) 
Satan labours to breed and teed jealou- 
fies, tulpicions, diviſions, icandals, he- 
refies, lepirations; As itis the Policy 
of all States ro mincain [ity amon 2ſt 
their own Subjects and ſervan:s, ani to 
foment contention and diviions a= 
monglt their enemies. - 


CHAP. 
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(Containing two other Pro- 
perties of the Spirit of 
(Jod. 


| an ſcventh Property of the Spirit 

of God is, That he « 4 Friend au1 
Favorite if ail Graces , or holy habits 
and diſpoſitions in the ſoul; he is the 
Spirit of grace, Lach, 12. 10. of Faith, 
2 Cor. 4. 13. of the fear of the Lora, Ia. 
11.2. of meekneſs deſcending in the ſhape 
of 4 Dove, Mat. 3. Gal, 6. 1. and the 
effects and fruits of it are love, joy, &C 
Gal. 5. 22. obezience, Ezck. 36.27, 31: 
But the evil ſp rit is an adverſary to 
theſe graces; they are the Armor of 
the ſoul againſt him, Eph, 6.12,13,8cC. 
and a man would not have his enemy 
armed but naked, that he may more 
| calily 
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mily, as it is for a Souldier to ex 
his pay, an Husbandman, a Planter 
of a Vineyard , a Shepherd rocxpeR 
the fruit of his Grounds, Vineyard or 
Flock : Though Satan had gor ſuch 
{trong Holds inthe carnal, coyctous 
hearts of the Cerinthians, that Paul 

was glad to Preach the Goſpel freely 

ro them, while he received mainte- 
'& DPance from other Churches, 


The eight Property of the Spirit 

of God is, that he alſo is a friend and 

* favourer of holy Duties and Ordinances : 
of Supplication as well as of Grace , 
"4X Zach. 12. 10. the breath of the Spi- 
® ritis leet, it breaths in grace, and 
reaths out prayers, and other duties : 
Kor Firſt, Ir is gorten and encreaſed 

- Þy Ordinances, by Preaching, Gal. 3, 
h [- 5, Prayer, Luk, 11.13. Sacra- 


A Þ ments, Luk. 4.1. This golden Oyl 
9. comes from the two Olive-Trecs, 
ni” *Zrhrough the golden Pipes of Ordi- 
eX- *nances, Zach. 4.12. Secondly , Ir 
F2z- *doth affiſt and help in holy Duties 
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and Ordinances, as in Preaching, ſx. 


61. 1; in praying, Rom. 8.26, 27. 


in Sacraments, May. 3. 11, Baptizing 
us inwardly, and making us Chriſti- 
ans within, Rom. 2.29. and the word 
which Chr:it ſperaketh concerning cat- 
ing his fleſh and drinking his blood, 
are Spirit and life, Joh. 6.63. And 
by one ſpirit we are all, whether Fews or 
Genriles, baptiJed into one body, and are 
made to drink into one ſpirit, 1 Cor.12. 
I3. Sowe ling with the Spirit, &c. 
x1'Cor. 14. Thirdly, When the gitts 
of the Spirit were undeniably poured 
out plenteouſly ; and that Propheſie 
of Todd was unqueſtionably fulfilled, 
Af.2:16,17. thoſe upon whom thoſe 
Sifts were poured out, and in whom 
that Prophecy was fulfilled, did high- 
ly prize: holy Ordinances, they were 
baptized and continued daily with one ac- 
cord in the Temple , and in the Apoſtles 
Dotrine,and fe{/owſhip, and breaking of 
Bread and Prayers, At. 2.41, 42,46 | 
And the gifts then poured out, were 
20 prin- 3 
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principally to fit 8rjd; furnichimen for 
the work of the Miniſtry and''other 
Ordinances, Epbeſ, 4+ 8, 11, 12; pare 
tictftarly they weretaught.co prize rhe 
Miniſtry : Cornelrys was not 0,4 C ip» 
Tain made 4 Preachernordid che An+ 
gels preach ito-himy ar. lend: ayitted 
Brother to bunahobghhe had a ervout 
Soelgrer;, and Sxryant that waried ow 
bime yet be. was: fend, and; Peter 
['xome treinf/ Fopps:to/ Geſares 
ſtrught; whichwasabaur thirty {ix 
Miles; 4. 10,4: In 4758. the Spir 
rs Hndog. the Ewench reading, doth 
>. Bot-AIDIt nfaprct, bur. bids PAi- 
'1\ {5p-g0 joyntumleitt41he Chariotz.and 
4 Phllsp, Preached: Jalus Chiift £0: the 
\\\ En-uco: Indeedi.the Spirit of» God 
1aſometioes wrought wihpyty of 

& above the Word arid: Ordinances yet 
# nexer wroughtiagainfithen;\inharh 
famertimes trengthencd their Author 
xy And Uſe, bot- never weakened 
4100; Bir ene evalſpirit 8/21 enemy 
4@hboly a Prayer, refiſt- 
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Properties of the Spirit of God. 37 
for them, in theſe Caſes. Firſt in caſe 
there be ſom uſurparion, cither on the 
part of the perſon sadminiſtringthem, 
or on part of the perſons which pars. 
take of them:ThoughSatan be an ene- 
my to the righr offering of incenſe, {a- 
crificing, preaching of the Word ; yet 
he liked Corahs offering Incenſe,Sauls 
| Sacrificing, giving of holy things un- 
4 to Dogs, caſting Pearls before Swine, 
coming to the Marriage Feaſt without 
a wedding Garment z unworthy com- 
municating, whereby men ave guilty 
of the Body and Blood of the Lord, (@ 
though he be an enemy to Timothy , 
and other Miniſters, and their ſound 
Doctrine and Teaching ; yet he is not 
4 an enemy to all. Teaching ; he will 
4 2 admirthat men ſhall get themſelves an 
* heap of corrnapt and flattering Teach- 
tO 4 ers,2 Tim, 4. 2,3. and that Feroboams 
JN” 1 ſhould ſer up Idolatrous Prieſts of the 
O* 1 loweſt of the people,and conlecrate who- 
DF * ſocver. will (which. yet indeed were 
Ou® 7 g00d cnough for theit Gods, for they 
for i 
1 D 3 were 
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were but Calves) ſo he ſets up falſe 
Apofties , -falſe- Miniſters, and As 
Fannts and Fambres reſiſted Moſes, fo 
as theje men re/-ſt the truth, being 
meh of corrupt miyas,reprobate concern- 
ins thefaith, Secondly, In cale there | 
be ſome notorious pollution, propha- 
nation, Or corruption of that Ordt- 
nance, which Elies Sons were in their 
Sacrificing guilty of, 1 Sam. 2. 12,13. 
whereby not only themſelves were 
mate vile, burthe Lords people (pofit- 
bly the berter part of them) were made 
ro travſereſs, becauſe they abhorred 
not=only tharcorruption, but alfo the 
offering of rhe Lord, becauſe-of ir, 
Thirdly, -In. caſe that Ordinances be 
ſr up againſt Ordinances ,'' Church 
apainſt Church, ' and Altar againſt 
Altar: Some { faith Paul) Preached 
Chriftof envy aud ſtrife and contention. 
ag tk. I'6. ok aha, they ave 
of: Chyi#t in -oppofition+to Peter and 
Paw ; are reproved;: 1 Cor.;1.12, fo | 
fat asthe hokeſt' Miniſter: thar lives, ' 

J7? 1 doth 4 


Properties of the pigit of God, © 
doth never Go +; 


d,or adm 


+.Preach the Wor 
; rdinances, In 
ſition to an 
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for if he did, then as tho 
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ht. A 


Cnay. V. 


Of the ru of Prayer and . 
Supplication : Shewing 
how he doth aſſiſt in 
Prayer. 


Hart the- Spirit doth help us to 
Pray, I need not to prove, only 

I ſhall endeavuor to ſearch out the 
manner how he helps: And that 
Firſt, Negatively. Secondly Affirma- 


Firſt , The Holy Ghoſt doth nor 
immediately inſpire the Method, Mat- 
ter, words of Prayer ; aShe inſpired 
the holy men of God in their Prophe- } 
ſying and Penning of _ Scriptures, 
FA e Prophelies. | 
were purely divine, infallible, free : 
from any fault or failing, corruption, 3 

yea | 


| 
f 
\ 
, 


| and Holy Spirit of God: Arrizs, 


© + " and Supplication. "aq 
yea and indiſcretion in. the. form , 
phraſe, method or manner of them 
{0 alſo ſhould rhe woras of our Pray- 
ers be allo perte, purely civine,tafal- 
lible, &c. bur by {ad experience we 
find the contrary, 
2y, Ir had beena fin (I conceive) 
for the Prophets or mcn ot God nar 
to have delivered the very fame Meſ- 
ſage they received of the Lord, borh 
for matter, manner and method ; bur 
it cannot be conceived to have been a 
fin in any Saint of God, againſt the 
guidance and governance of Gods 
Sp:rit zif he had uſed another Method 
or Phraſe of wordsin his morning 
Devotions,then then he did. 
Secondly, The putt is not in our 
prayers properly, the pe; ſox projing or 
petitioning ; that is below the High 


Macedonius, and others more lately, 
do abuie, Rom. 8. 26, 27. and find- 
ing him (asthey fancy)upon his knees, 
they degrade him from his as 

N ut 


— 


#2 F Of the Spirit of Prayer. 


but Anzuſftine Anſwers, the Spirit is 
{aid to ray z 4s we ſay Solomon buil- 
ded the Houſe, yet he was a Magi- 
ſtrate,a King,not a Maſon or Carpen- 
ter ; he directed how to build, found 
outWorkmen,furniſht them withMa- 
terials and Money, for the work : In- 
deed all the Perſons in the Trinity are 
Authors of our Supplications, as well 
as of our Sandtification : Opera Trint- 
ztatis ad extra ſunt indiviſa ;, but every 
one in his order 5 the Father ana Son 
do San&ifie, and allo help us to pray, 
by the Holy Ghoſt. 

Thirdly, The Spirit doth not make 
Interceffion for us after the ſame man- 
ner that Chriſt doth , Romans 8. 34. 
Chriſt maketh Interceflion inHeaven, 

reſenting himſelf ro God for us, as 
the high Prieſt 4id-bear the names of the 
children of Iſrael upon his Shoulders,and 
upon his Breſt-Plate, noting to us rhat 
he would beur them up, and bear them 
oat, thar he loves them, and they lic 
near to his heart, Exod, 28, x2.28,29. 
| bur 
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but the Spirit of God dorh Wiake Tit> 
terceſſion in us upon Earth; rherEis'a 
vaſt difference (which ſomewhat doth 
reſemble -this) berween direQing' or 
drawing Up a Petition to a Prince or 
State, and the preferring, prelenitiits 
it, ſpeaking to it, and pleading forts; 
the one thay be done in the Country, 
the other muſt be done at the Court.” _ 
Fourthly, The helpof the Spiritbf 
God in Prayer, is not ro be yader- 
ſtood exclufively, with relartion''t6 
other Ordinances, as though he did 
not help -Godly Miniſters to- Preach, 
andGodly men to hear, remember arid 
praiſe , as well as to pray ; for the 
Sons of God are led by the Spirit tn the 
one as well as the other, Rom. $. 12. 
and he (as hath been before thewed) 
is th e Spirit of wiſdom, of the fear of the 
Lora, and of grace as well as if Suppli-- 
cation : Now theſe have a general in- 
fluence upon the whole converſzrion 
and not only upomr Prayer: We ate 


| \"ay4 SYp 


| towalk in the Spirit ; to ſing with the 


Spi- 


Pn rr -- 


_ 


4 rof the Spin of 
$pirit, i© ſerve Godin't 
x. 9. loÞB- 4+ 24+ 

The he 


.  Fiftly , 
God. doth no prohibit , &? 


;nyalidatc orher help 
Ga in teacbuns s D 
I did the 


to pray * 
e have the Spirit, 


Saviour Caith not, 
ed wot tobe taught, nor 


ſaith he » Fohn was #0 
chew t0p74), 27: 7 will teach y0# #5 be- 
ing the Headof the Church, | 


" and Sapplication; : a5 


not to teach you as your Maſter, no, # 


will ſend my Spirit totech you, andin 
the mean time 1 will not help you z, but 
be tcacheth them —=_ iving them 
hence, a ſpecial rule of direction z #8 
whom, for what,and in what manner and 
crder they ought to pray z as allo we 
have a ſhort directory, 1 Tim. 2. 1. 
And the Iſraclites were appointed to 
take unto them words, Hoſea 14. x, 
though the Spirit of God doth put us in 
remembrance , Joh. 14. 26. yet Mini- 
ſters alſo may z yea muſt pur people 
in remembrance of what is neceſlary, 
2 Pet, 1.12, 15. the ſame may be (aid 
of Prayer. | | 
Thus much for the Negative, how 


| the Spirit of God doth nor help'in 
| Prayer. 


Now I ſhall endeavor, by the help 
of his Spirit and your Prayers,to ſhew 


| Affirmatively how the Spirit of Gad 
® doth helpin prayer; andthat help's 
2 of tavo forts, Habituating, or Aua- 
| FF ring; the one is more remote, and the 


other 


Spirit of God ſuggeſts good motions, 
i. i | p24, | Rev, 


414 Supplicatioy..o 
is much preſumed, that if there be lif 
there ill be crying 5 The Spirit of / 
grace, is the Spirit of. OUpp Iran , 
Zach. 12.19. Paula new bory Babe, 
falls a crying, 4G. 9. 11. without 
life there can be no crying. 

Thirdly, He is tke Spirit of Liber- 
ty, and not of Liberty only, but of 
Adoption alſo, enlarging the ſoul with 
faith and love to God , Rom, 8, 15. 
only Sons can call. God farher : Chriſt 
in his Prayer called God Father, fig 
or (even times, 10h, 17, This Fathere 
hood is a good foundation of Faith 
and Prayer ; Chriſt taught us, tocall 
God our Fither ; children cry Dad 
and Mam. oe et 

I ſhall now come to thoſe Acs of 
| the Spirit, that are gearer to, and hay 

more influence. upon the Prayer - 
W hich are theſe, | > 24 

| Firſt, The Spirit of God doth, ins 
vite, excite us to pray, as Satan ſug- 
geſts evil motions to hinderir, : 0 the 


giſzover 10150 
- that WE, 


ke the figure of 9. 


Jownward,and Prayers 


of 6. do point u 
Fourthly j 
rates and. ſirens 


like che figure 


ſail, Heb. 10. 12. -as Satan filed the 
heart of Ananias and Saphira to lhe, 
fo he fills the hearts of the Saints to cry : 
Our hearts (ſaith one) are dead and. 
dull, and lye likea Log ina Ditch, 
and though we toil and tug. with 
them , we cannot l:fr them up., but 
ovvarrryaybereTe he enlivens our graces 
and railes up our ſouls, Rem. 8. 26. 

Fittly, He enlargeth our atfeions 
in prayer,with ſighs and groans that can- 
no: be uttered in words or phraſes, as 
one who is {o ſore burden'd,oppreſlſed 
and grieved, that he cannot expres it, 
Ron. 8. 26. 

Sixtly, It teacheth us to take care. 
and make conſcience, that now, <ſpe- 
cially in Prayer, we offend not in our 
tongue, Pal, 39.1. It reſtrains that 
petulancy and extravagancy of words 
and w.t, great {welling words of ya- 
nity, vain bablings ; idle reperitis. 
ons, &c, and ſo far as the Spirit dorh 
afliſt us 1g our words, he teacheth us 
to pray in the words of truth and. ſo-. 
$ bernels. E CHAP. 
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Shewing the difference be- 
tween the Spirit of Grace 
and Supplication, and the 
common gift of Prayer. 


"He help of the Spirit of God is 
not in all alike, ſome have only 

a common gift of Prayer ;, ſuch are as 
cantinz Beggers, which by uſe and 
cuſtome have got an artificial trade of 
begging; tuchwere the cunning wo- 
men in /ewry, and the like in Ireland, 
that have Lachrimas venales, Tears to 
ſell: and others have a ſpecial gift or 
arace of Prayer ;, and though even the 
common gitt be from the holy Ghoſt, 
x1 Cor. 12.3. Yet I ſhall crave leave 
thus to diſtinguiſh theſe works , by 

cal- 


and common gift of Prayer. 
calling the firft of them, he gift of 
Prayer : and the ſecond I ſhall call (as 
Zachary calls it,#Z ach. 12. 16.) The 
Spirit of Prayer , And thus they dif- 
fer. 

Firſt, Hypocrites may have the gift 
of Prayer as well as the gift of Pro- 
phecying, Mat, 7.22. {0 had indas; . 

ut only the Saints have the Spirit of 
Prayer, Rom. 8.26, 27. 

Secondly, Poflibly all Saints have 
not the gift of Prayer, or $kill ro con- 
ccive and compoſe a Prayer ſuitable ra 
cheir (cyeral occaſions, as Children,or 
Babes in Chriſt; bur all Saints have 
rhe Spirit of Prayer, Rom. 8. 15. 

Thirdly, The gitr of Prayer is 0n- 
ly exerciſed in vocal Prayer, and that 
in concezved Prayer too z but the Spi- 
ritof Prayer may be found in filent 
Ejaculations, as in Nehemiah, Ch. 2.4. 
and Hanneh, whofte words were nos 
neard, and El: ſuppoſed ſhe had been 
druak, but ſhe was full of the Spirit 
of God, as they were, A. 2. Yea, 
| E 2 though 
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Marth. 15:0: | that 

Spirit of Pray<ts have ſo\netlPc> (yea 

at all runes en the SPI lively) 
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deep impreſſions upon their heart, de- 
yout affeCtions, toul inlargements; 
fiahs and groans of the ſoul, are the life 
ard ſoul of Prayer fighs and ſobs,griev- 
ing and groaning are good Rhetorick 
in the Cloſer, between God and us , 
their affections are too big for their 
expreſſions, Rom, 8.26, 27, words 
are but the outſide of Prayer. 

Fiftly, The gitt of Prayer is only 
or chiefly of uſe, when we joyn with 
others; the Spirit of Prayer is of as 
much u{e when we are alone. 

Sixtly, The gift of Prayer is aptto 
puff men up wrih pride , becaule he 
can pray better then others, it makes 
men cen(orious and contemptuous of 
others ſ{aying, or thinking ar leaſt, 7 
am not as this Publican, Luk. 18. 11. 
or ſtand by thy ſelf, 1 am more holy then 
thou, ((2.65.5. Bur the Spirit of Pray- 
er doth thew men to mucl: of their 
own wants and weakneſles, that the 
are aſhamed of themſelves, that they 
are humble, mean in their own eyes, 
E 3 and 


andthe common #ift of Paayer," 5 
yet in it, will ſmell long of it after- 
ward; Prayer is atonference with God, 
a company keeping with him, and every 
min '1s better by that company and 
conterence : Hethiat retrains not fin, 
may be laid ts reftrdin Prayer from 
God, lob15. 4. Supplication will ci- 
ther (ubdue fin, or fin will cauſe Pray- 
er to cea(e, either Prayer it ſelf, or at 
leaſt,the (p:ritual performance of ir. 
Eighily, He that hath only the gifc 
of Prayer, may make frequent men- 
tion, and have ſome general minding 
of jeſus Chriſt : Bur he that hath the 
grace of Prayer, lays all his weight, 
and leans only upon the Lord Telus, 
in whoſe Name only he hopes to be 
heard, | 
Ninthly, The one is ſatisfied with 
the performance of the duty, and reſt- 
eth in the work done, eſpecially it he 
haveithe praiſe of men; the other is 
not carisfted with any thing on this 
ſide Grace, and the Love and Favour 


of God. 
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Of the Spirit of Pr«phecy, 
mentioned, Act. 2.17,18. 


HE Lord herc promiſeth a pleati- 

ful, powerful, and withal, a pru- 

dent cffuſton ot his Spirit (for be faith 
he will not only drop, bur pour, and 
yet not a// my Spirit, but of my-Spirit) 
on all fleth, men of all Nations , Gen-. 
tiles as well as Fews; men of afll c:#- 
ditions, {ons or ſervants; men of all 
azes, oldoryoung ; perſons of both 
Sexes , {ons or daughters; and that 
they ſhall Prophecy : Now Propic- 
cying frequently in holy Scriptute, 
and probably in this place, is 4 ſpeak - 
ing to men to edification , 41d exhor- 
tation and comfort, 1 Cor. 14. 3. The 
Sum and Subſtance of their Speech, 
forthe matter thereof, was 7s peyaraa. 
Tu. 


| 
| 
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Of the Spirit of Propheſie. 
T ©4z, the great things of G 0d, ver(.11- 
Probably. tuch great thngs as the 
bleſled Virgin did praiſe God for,visz. 
the Incarnation, Conception, Nativi- 
ty of the Lord Jeſus, Luk. 1. 49. and 
alſothe Innocency, Miracles, Death, 
Paſhon, ReſurreRion , Alcenſion of 
the Lord Jeſus, who is called won- 
derful, Ia. g. 6. 

As for this Sermon of Peter, 1t is 
not recorded for an Epitomie of what 
they ſpake,bur an Apologic and Juſti- 
fication of their perſons from that bale 
impuration of drunkenneſs, and alſo 
of their DoQrine, from Falſehood and 
Novelty , by proving it by the old 
Teſtament. 

Viſions and Dreams, being both of 
them divine repreſ ntations of things 
10 men, do thus differ : Dreams are 
toa man when aſlecp: Viſions are re- 
preſentations of things to the eye, ei- 
ther of the mind or body when awake. 
Dreams & Viſions are but dimmer & 
darker repreſentations of Goas mind ; 


* God 


Of the Spirit of Propheſie. v9 
God did ſpeak more freely, clearly, 
tricadly , familiariy to Meſes, Numb. 
I2.6,7, 8. Andnow i theſe laſt days 
he hath ſpoken to us by bus Son, Heb.1.1. 
they both of them differ trom Pro- 
pheſying { though ſuch were called 
Seers and Dreamers, 1 Sam. 9. 9. 
Deut..13.1. Prov. 29. 18. Iſa. 1, 1- 
for man is mecrly Paſrve in the one, 
and Adivein the other; by Dreams 
and Viſions God ſpeaks to men,Pal.8g. 
I9., Numb. 12, 6. by Propheſying 
one man ſpeaks to another, 1 Cor.14+-3, 
In the one they receive Inſtruction , 
ana by the other they ventit z their 
Dreams and Viſtors did furniſh them 
for Propheiying. The great Que- 
ftion 1s, When, ans in Whom this 
Prophefic was fulfilled : which I ſhall 
endeavour to anſwer in certain Pro- 
poſitions. 

The Firſt is, It is moſt plain and 
certain, that the Propheſie was tu! fii- 
led ar that time ; ſo Peter doth aſlert, 
verſ. 16, and the Spirit did then Ge- 
cend 


60 Of the Spirit of Proph: te, 


ſcend upon them, and they began to 
ſpeak with other Tongues, Ag. 2. 2, 
3; 4. and they that (probably) inthe 
morning could underſtand none bur 
their Mother Tongue, A. 10. 44,45. 
nor could read one letter of the Book, 
were by the Spirit enabled not only to 
read, butto underſtand and hoe fon 
the Hebrew, Greek, Syriack, Arabick, 
into their own Mother Tongue; yea to 
ſpeak and Preach in ſeveral Tongues, 
the wonderful things of God, verſ.11. 
as able, yea more ably then it they 
had been Maſters of Arts, Doors 
of Divinity, Profeſſors of the Hebrew, 
Syriack, Chaldee, an4 the other Lan- 
puages; yea they wzre able to deli- 
yer {oun1 Doctrine, and to diſpute 
for it, AF. 6. 9. This was a wonder- 
ful and miraculous pouring out of rhe 


Spirit, ſhortly after Chriſts Aſcenſion 


into Heaven, and for the honor of it, 
Epheſ. 4.8. and in performance «©f 
his promiſe to "11s Ap vſtles, Act, r-4.5, 
an- immediately preceding tn order of 

time, 


Of the Spirit of Propheſie, 

time, as well as of the Text; thoſe 
ſtrange prodigies that threatened the 
ruin of Feruſa/z, Verl. 19, 20, That 
God might have a Church amongſt 
the Gentiles, before the fall of the 
Jewih Church: And as the miracu- 
lous contuſion of Tongues was the ca- 
ſting off of the Heathen, Gey. It, 7. 


lothe gift of Tongues in this yariety, . 


was a means of their converſion. And 
if the Prophecy was fulfilled ar this 


time (as doubtleſs it was) 1t 1s enough. : 


Sundry Prophefies neither have been, 


nor ſhall be any more fulfilled then | 


once, it is too much when a Prophefic 
is fulfilled once, to expect it ſhould be 
fulfilled again z or becaule it was ful- 
filled in one Age, therefore to expe& 
it ſhall be fulfilled in every Age. 

It this Text was fu filled after this 
time, it muſt be underſtood prencipally 
of the Apoſtles, for they that. ſpake im 
this place were Peer and the Eleven, 
Afts 2.14. called Galileans, werſ. 7. 


and therctore their Preachings and 
Pro- 


6t 


— way 


""O&® of theSprritof Propheſee. 
. Prophecyings were the principal ac- 
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compliſhments of this Prophetic : 
And then Secondarily, Of Prophets and 
Propheteſſes , 1 Cer. 12.28. Such as 
Azabus was, and the Daughters of 
Philip the Evangelift, 4. 11. & Att. 
ZxF. 10. Indeed it were tobe withed 
that all the Lorde people were Prophets , 
but nor that they may Prophetie till 
they be Prophets, and may lawfully 
do it: Now the word Prophet al- 
ways imports a diſtin Order, Office 


_ and Calling from others ; The Apo- 


RKle forbids women to Preach, though 
the Corinthian women might be as 
well or better gifted then any woman 
or man now adays1s; yet certain the 
Apoſtles did not forbid thoſe women 
whom my Text doth allow to'Pro- 
pheſie, and whoſe Propnecying is 
here mentioned as a blefling, as well 
as the Prophecying of men : had ſuch 
Prophetcſies as Deborah and Huldah, 
and the Daughters of Philip rhe Evan- 
gcliſt, came to- Cearixth, or if they 

were 


were nowalive, they might Prophe- 
tie by y.rtue of a ipecial Calling and 
Office, 2nd none ſhould either forbid 
rnem to Prop.icfte , or being uncalled 
(what cver gifts he may ſcem to have} 
imitate them in Propheſying. And 
Thiroly, of the ordinary and perpetual 
officers of the Church, 1 Cor, 12. 28. 
tor ſome of the gifts which Chriſt 
gave to men at his Afcenfion, did 
tall uponthem alſo, Eph. 4.1r. 

The third Propoſition, This Pre- 
pheſic 1s not rightly and regularly ful- 
filled, in the Preaching -of uncalled 
and ungitted men : For Firſt, As rhey 
have no Jawtul ordinary Call {( as 
mighr cafily be proved z yea, is alre4- 
- dy by thoſe which protefledly under- 
takerhar work)nor have cither Dreams 
or Viſtons, or any other extraordin%- 
ry ways of recciving the materials of 
their Preaching, ſorhey have not any 
extraordinary Call, above what ma- 
ny others have, which are gifted as 
well as they (fave that poſſibly theſe 

are 
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/ Cem to be h 
Parts and 
they judge 47) ſufficient for theſe 
things, Þeing wift 10 ſpeak, ſlow 10 bear» 
like humo7 3 hardly kept with.n IS 
own bounds ; 0 Text 00 hard for 
them £2O CXpPunes5 no difficulues 
which they cannot unty © Once them- 
ſelves ſaid, that the work of the Mi- 
niſtery » W345 enough t0 take VP the 
whole man 3 and that it Was not fit 
that the graveſt, godliclt, ableſt Mini- 
ter ſhould De 3 Juſtice of Peace, Or in 
any civil Authority 3 bur nt only Mt- 
andicrafts- MN». 
in the affairs 0 
4s day diſcharge ihe hight 
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and oo {ent the Miniſtery , 
whereas it is more fcriptural and rati- 
onal, that Miniſters ſhould execute 
civil Offices, then that Souldiers or 
Handicrafts-men, ſhould execute Mi- 
niſterial Offices', and there are more 
preſidents of the one, then of the 
other. Thirdly, They very frequentl 

deſpiſe the Miniſtry (which is an of. 
fice, and a worthy work, 1 Tim.3.1.)and 
Ordination by the hands of the Presbi- 
tery, which is an unqueſtionable Or- 
dinance of God, uſed and approved 
by the Apoſtles and Apoſtolick men, 
upon whom God poured out more of 
his Spirit,then thele Can pretend untog 
and alſo preſcribed and commanded 
by them,in the Epiſtles to Timothy and 
Titus, Folirthly, All the Errors, 
Hereſtes, Blaſphemies, Rantings , 
Quakings , of theſe times, have been 
bred and ted by the Preaching of un- 
called perſons in New- England; the 
Dodtrine of the Familiſts , Anabap- 
tiſts, Antinomians and Libertines , 
F Was 


66 Of the Spirit of Propheſie.. 
was bred and brought up in thoſe 
Nurſeries , ſaith M* Weld: All the 
Miniſters of England, finge the Refor- 
mation, have not broached f@-many 
Hetefics and Blaſphemies .. nor. per- 
verted a fourth part of the number 
thar theſe pretended Prophefiers have 
done in a few years; hence it is that 
the Arminians inthe Netherlayds, and 
Heritical and Scl.iimatical perſons 
elſewhere, arc uſually for this liberty 
of Prophecying; now the abounding 
and tollerating of errors (not to ſpeak 
how diftrucive it hath been by con- 
ſequence to the, lives of men) is far 
worſethe moſt cruel perſecution, for 
the-one is but deſtructive to the body 
and outward, welfare of Chriſtians 
but this is deſtructive to the ſouls of 
men, divides and . ſubdivides the 
Church, fubverts the faith and graces 
of the Spirit: In the 9ne true Religion 
was crowned with Martyzdome , 
whereby the Goſpel-was much honou- 
red, and ſanguis Mariyrum , was ſe- 
wen 
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mes Eccleſia ; but inthe other true Re- 
ligion is extreamly diſhonoured ;. yea 
loſt ina crowd of falſe opinions, and 
patience and perſeverance alſo; rhc 
one did but occidere Presbiterss , the 
other Presbiterium. Fiftly , Theſc 
gifted mens preachings are cither rude, 
rambling, loole dilcourſes, having 
no method nor matter of weight in 
them; whereas the Spirit of God gave 
rhe Apoſtles awmogbeyleSar to peak apo- 
thegms , At. 2.4. wiſe and weighty 
ſentences , not many words to little 
purpoſe, as phrantick, phantaſtick 
men do, 44.26.25. or if their Preach- 
ing be ſound and ſolid, they either 
ſteal their matter from others (as (poſ- 
ibly)ſome idle ignorant Miniſters al- 
ſo do) to pretend that they are Pro- 
phets too, bur the Lord i againſt them, 
ker. 23. 30. or they have little yarie- 
ty thereof, if our gifted men ſhould 
be {@ much and often for many yeers 
| xogkther in one place employed, 'as 
ſome Miniſters of the Goſpel are, 
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their ſhallowneſs and emptineſs would 
cafily appear. Sixtly, Satan I fear 
hath an hand in this buſineſs, for how 
caſily can he transform himſelf into an 
Angel of light , 2 Cor. 11. 14. and 
counterfeit the Spirit of God upon the 
ſoul, as amongſt the Fews he made 
uſe of falſe dreams, and lying viſions, 
Ter, 23.25.27. 32. Dent. 13.1. Iſai. 
28.7. & 14-14. ler.23.16. ſoalſoa- 
mongſt Chriſtians I read, that ſeptemes 
pueri concionantur, inthe order of St. 
Francs, and Cornelius, Muſ. was an 
eloquent Preacher at twelve yeers of 
age, and an -afſertor of Popery in the 
Council of Trext, and many amongſt 
us were much taken with the child- 
Preacher, and though ſome gifted 
men(as in charity I am bound to judge 
till the contrary appear) have ſincere 
aims and ends, and do intend to glori- 


fie God, and cdity the Church; yet 


fins operis, the end of the work (though 


not fixis operantis,the end of the Worker, 
and yet the end of the Worker alſo, 
| {0 
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ſo far as Satan hath any hand init) is , 
to cauſe the +Miniſtry to be diſhonou- 
red and deſpiſed, as the moſt eminent 
Miniſters, the Apoſtles were amongſt 
them that did abound in all atterance 
and all knowledge, and came behindin 
no gift, 1 Cor. 1.5. and Chap. 4, yea 
to Theop the Miniſtry ; 10 make every 
one a Minifter and a Magiſtrate, is to de- 
ftroy the Miniftry and Magiitracy, to 
cauſe the Seals of the Covenant of 
Grace, Baptiſme, and the Lords Sup- 
per, to be ſleighted and fer at noughr, 
tocauſe ſundry t0turn aſide unto vain 
Jangling, defiring to be teachers of the 
Law, underſtanding neither what t 
ſay, nor whereof they affirm, 1 Tim. 1.7. 
being not able to clear up any one 
truth,or ſolidly ſtate,or determine any 
controverſic,;or interpret any obſcure 
part of Scripture, or vindicate the 
truth of God from Popith, Socinian, 
Arrian, Arminian Errors: To open 
a door to the Popiſh Prieſts and Jeſu- 
itcs that are come from beyond Sea to 
F'3 Preach 
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Preach to our Aſſemblies, to reyile 
and raile againſt Proteſtant Miniſters, 
to vent Errors and Herefies, to the re- 
proach and diſhonour of the Prote« 
ſtant Religion.. Tofurniſhall ſort of 
men, and icratch their itching cares 
with an heap of teachers, for they will 
not abide caked, Officers or found 
Dodrine , 1 Tim. 4+ as the adultereſ(s 
too often plcaſeth the unchaſt- Hug- 
band more then the beautiful yoke- 
fellow, as. Witches and Wizzards are 
merry at their diabolical fancied 
Feaſt.,..as though they did. eat and 
drink -the moſt pleaſant and whole- 
ſome mears and drinks: How range- 
ly did: Satan fill the. heart of Hacket 
Copinger and Arthington, whoſe ſtory 
you may read in Camdens Elizabetha, 
3s. well as ſec the like in very many 
now. adays : To promote thelc fins 
that: (in, oppoſition to the (ins of the 
world., and the fins of the flcth) are 
properly and purely. Sathanical, 47s, 
Errors, Hercfics, Seduction z for Sa- 

| ran 
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rart is not 2 drunkaty , adilltererg/a 
{wearer or 2 coverous perſong'buea 
lyer, ſeducer, that:abode not inthe 
truth x tb diſturb-che uniry and peace 
of dur Congreganons, whiteſtalmoſt = 

' man 15#e+@, an abſart man * 
out of his place, 2 Thef. 3, av inwlti- 
tudes of {ouls perverted, very few, ſa- 
ved; a good Proteſtant of the old 
ſtamp , whether conformable or 
non-conformable , is worth a thou- 
ſand of theſe new Saints : Finally , I 
have heardan ignorant, one diſtem- 
pered in brain and overcome with me- 
lancholy, ſpeak exceNently ofrtzermoſt 
divine and deep Myſteries of Religi- 
on; and Doctor Merick Cauſabone, 
indeayoxs to ſhew how this may be 
done by natural cauſes, and we read 
that the Anabaptiſts in Munſter, ha- 
ving made a Law that all the Ci- 
tizens ſhould bring their goods in- 
to a common ſtock, there were 
Maids amongſt them, conld tell 
how much every man had left at 
home, 
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home, like as Pas did diſcern :Awa- 
wias and Saphirah : Tt is cafic to gueſſe 
whe taught them: Little did Peter, 
(a pious and eminent Apoſtle ) think 
that he ated Satans part, till Chriſt 
diſcerned and diſcovered Satan, 
Mai. 16. | oj 
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Cnar, VIII. 
Of the witneſling Spiris ; ; 


mentioned Rom.$.16.© 


Verypttcr of worth and weight, 
is to be tranſacted beforc,and pro- 
ved by two ſufficient witneſſes 3 #nus 


r three witneſſes ſþ ſhall every word be eſt a- 
;ſhes,the Apoſtleproduceth-herexwo 
eſſes of our Adoption 8& Son-ſhip, 
which is a thing of very great con- 
ſequence.and concernment z, our Spirir, 
and Gods Spirit , and theſe witneſles 
depoſe point blank, we cry Abba Fa- 
ther, veri. 15. and this is not a falſe cry, 
buta true cry,and rhe $ en it ſelf bear- 
th witneſs together with our Spirit, that 
itis ſoz the "Soirk (as we uſe to ſay 
by way of excellency) the Bible, the 
Scrip- 


T4 Of the witneft ing Spirlt, 
Scripture', the eminent, excellent , 
Spirit , Infinite Eternal Spirit, a wit- 
witneſs of greater authority, cyidence 
and credit, After the reading of theſe 
and other words of Scripture, it is un- 
- neceflary (28: well as it is _—_— 
purpoſe) to prove that the Spirit dot 
witneſs that we are all the children of 
God: I ſhall only enquire into the 
manner how the Coirit God wit- 
nefſeth. And firſt it muſt be granted 
that the witneſs-bearing of the'Spirit 
here mentioned, is ſpoken of, not as 
a peculiar ptiviledge of two or three 
or a few eminent Saints ,- but: as the 
general or uſual priviledge of all the 
Saints of God,” which arc [td by the 
Spirit ,*are the children, Heirs of God, 
and joynt Heirs with Chrift ;" 411d how 
this witneſs is born;  T ſhall &@dezvour 
to ſhew. 1. Negatively, 2. Afﬀir- 
mativyely. te 
Negatively , Firſt not by outward 
voice, as of Chriſt; Mat. 3. tilt; Mar. 
17. 5. which wvoyce (faith the Apoſtle 


Petcr 
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of the mitMfing-Spvir, 
Peter) was heatd of many 2.Pet, 1.18; 
19. this winels is inward and ſecret; ic 
is hidden Manna, Revs 17. whichns 
man knows but he that receivethit : As 
Satan. can ſuggeſt thoughts into the 
ſoul which no by-ſtander can fee :--$0 
canthe Spirit of God{ (et his priyy (cal 
upon the ſoul, and:none diſcerp, bar 
the ſpirit of a;man in- him, 2Y., The 
Spirit. of ,God dgth: not uſe the Minis 
ſry. of Angels , though Chriſts his 
Sonſhip was proclaimed by ſuch-Heay 
yenly Heralds, £#k.t, 30, 31,32. 
Luks:2+'9; 13+ 13%; The Spirit of 
God. doth not witneſs our Adoption, 
by unmediate Revelacjon and Inipt- 
ration ::.Jeſus Chriſt. indeed received 
not the-Spirit by.meaſure, 10h, 2. 348 
The, fulnel(s of the Godhead dweltin 
him bodily , 'Col. 2.9. andthe Px0- 
hets-and Apoſtles-were in their me» 

Rs ſo inſpired, 2: Pet. 1:#lt. by vit- 
rue of which Inſpiration, thatwjuch 
was not Canonical before, was ſo;a'+ 
ter, -and new Truths-and Tenets were 
r0 
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to be received and belceved ; But now 
we may lay,are all Apoſtles*are all Pro- 
phets ? Yea, are there now -4ny Apo 
ftles,any Prophets {o inſpired. 4, The 
Spirit of God doth not witneſs our 
Sonſhip , in ſuch dark and 'dubious 


- phraſes, as Apoll9s Oracles uſed to be 


dclivered in; but there is ſuch cer- 
rainty and clearnels in this Teſtimony, 
that ir doth either altogether, or ina 
great meaſure, ſuſpend arid Hlence 
doubts and diftruſts ; he that ſees the 
Sun, knows it is bright and light; he 
that raſtes honey, knows it is ſweet ; 
and he that taſtes the hidden Many, 
and hears this Teſtimony, is fully per- 
ſwaded and ſatisfied by it, Rom. 8. 38S, 
5v. The Spirit of God doth not wit- 
neſs to all men that they are the chil- 
dren of God; there arc multitudes, 
myriads of men, that never hcardir 
when we ſpeak of itto them, we are as 
it were Barbarians tothem z this high 
Language of Canaan is an unknown 
Tongue to them, for they mult $X 

the 
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the children of God by Adoption in- 
deed,before they be witneſſed to be (0 : 
prims eſt predicare de eſſe quam de cog- 
noſci;, Yea the. Ele& of God haveir 
not before converſion, nor uſually 
in the firſt a& of converſion, then they 
lye under the ſpirit of bondage, v. 15. 
and are inthe pangs of the new Birth, 
nor always afterward ; for the Teſti- 
mony is not de eſſe, but de bene eſſe, of 
a Chriſtian ; not their Dzer, but their 
Banquet, not common food, but a Cor- 
dial; a witneſs ,. .the moſt punuab 
faithful witneſs, doth but ſpeak when 
there is need and occaſion; he wit- 


. neſſeth not alway , but for always. 


Secondly Afftirmatively, The Spi- 
rit of God (I conceive) doth witneis 
all, or at leaſt, ſome of theſe ways. 
Firſt, He doth atteſt Scripture truths 
wnts the ſoul, ſaying the lame in the 
breaſt of the belcever, that it ſaith in 
the Bible, by irradjating thoſe truths 
he making the the light of Gods word 
brighter , and illuminating the eyes 


of 
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of the ſoul, he makes the ſight better; 
fo that the divine Authority, Intalli- 
bility. and Majeſty of the Word of 
God doth appear, I ſhall inſtance in 
two ſivect and comfortable Scripture 
truths: Bleſſed arethey that hunger an4 
thirſt after righteouſneſs , MX. 5. 6- 
(which ſeems to be the minimum quod 
fic, the loweſt, leaſt degree of ſaving 
faith) and Come to me, 1 will give ret 
10 them that are weary and heavy laden, 
Mart. 11. 28, which ſecms to be the 
loweſt degree of true repentance; The 
Spirit of God ſaith to the ſoul thele 
are true words; I writ them, do own 
them, and will maintain them, and fo 
he ſers his Seal to theſe truths, as the 
ſoul by receiving and beleiving Gods 
Teſtimony, ſets to her Seal allo, lob. 
3-33. 2%, He ownsthe gracesthat 
are in beleivers, to be his work, as he 
doth own the Scripture to be his 
word, as he doth atteſt fidem que cre- 
diter , the 'Do&trine , the Object of 
faith, ſo he doth arteſt fidem que cre- 


ditur, 
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ditur , the infuſed habit or grace of 
faith; {ome Officers in Corporations 
and other Towas, do ſeal Cloth, Le- 
ther, &c. to witneſs thereby ,, that 
what they ſeal is truly made, rightly 
dreſt, orof due length, &r. So the 
Spirit of God when we beleeve doth ſeat 
us, Epheſ. 1.13. ſaying (as it were) 
this is true faith, alwely faith; firmly 
faſtened on the word of God ;. fol 
might ſay of Hope , Love, Repen- 
| tance, &c. for the Spirit of God dorh 
| not only freely. give us the things of 
+ God, but alſo giveth us to know them, 


 ICor. 2. 10. 12, he telleth which 


* graces are genuine and which are ſpu- 
© rious, which are real and which are 
© counterfeit, he that teacheth us to 
E know what we do belceve, and hat 
| wedo belceve, love, hope, repent, &c. 
3, He makes application of the pro- 
miſes to the ſout;, thy name and 
mine are notin the Scripture 5 What 
an huge Volumne would the Bible be, 


if every Saints name that have bcen, 
are 


 & of thewitneſiing Spirit, 
are, -or ſhall be, were written in it? 
God hath wiſe and good ends, why 
this is not done ; it iSenough thar par- 
ticulars muſt needs be included in the 
general, but Gods pcople (eſpecially 
ar ſome times) are unapt and unable to 
make particular application of the 
promiles ; therefore God by his Spi- 
rit, which is alſo called his finger, Mat. 
12. 28. with Zuk. 11.20, points at 
thee or me; when he is a Spirit of con- 
viction or of bondage (as ſometimes 
he is, 105.16. 9. Rom, $. 15.) or wit- 
neffeth againſ# us, then he puts our 
name into the threatnings, which in 
the word indefinitely or generally 
ſpoken, as curled is every one that 
continueth not in all things written in 
the Law to do them, Gal. 3.10. if you 
live after the fleſh you ſhall dye, Rom. 
8. and faith, as Nathan to David, thou 
art the man, that the ſoul cannot ſhift 
or ſhuffle off conviction or terror, but 
when it will witneſs for a man, then 
it puts its name #1 the promiſes, as thus ; 
Thou 
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thou Peter, Andrew, Thomas , Bartho- 
lomew , confeſiing and forſaking thy 
ſin, ſhall find mercy , Prov. 28. 13. 
I 10h, 1. 9, When God by lus Spi- 
rit , aS by his hand, takes hold on us, 
and faith , Thou art mine, and I am 
thinez and the (ſoul by the h.n1 of 
faith, takes hold on God, and faith 
likewiſe, Cart. 6. 3. then there is a 
comfortable marriage made by joy- 
ning of hands, 

'4. He doth from theſe raiſe up 
much conſolation in the foul , and 
therefore is ficly called the comfor- 
ter, Joh. 16. 7, And the Kingdom of 
God is in righteouſneſs and peace and 
joy in the Holy. Ghoſt, Rom. 14. 17. 

The certainty and aſſurance of our 
ſalvation doth ariſe trom this, or ſuch 
a like Syllogiſme. 

He that believeth ſhall be ſaved ; 

But thou believeſt, 

Therefore thou ſhalt be ſaved. | 

The firſt A& of the Holy Ghoſt 
doth ſeale the mHor = firſt propoſft: - 
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tion ; The ſecond Ac doth ſeale the 
minor or ſecond propoſition z The 
third addeth further aſſurance and e- 
vidence, then. that which 1s interred 
from the premiflcs, $: The fourth doth 
raile us up to the J joy of this {alyation, 
Pſal. 51.12. 

Bur becauiethere are many preten- 
ders tothe witneſs of the Spirit that 
have neither part nor lot 179 thes buſt - 
neſs , fer their heart is nt rig4t in the 
fight of 50d; and as many laid , here 
& Chriſt, and tFere ts Chriſt , hen he 
was n-ither here nor ther2; lo man 

roteſle they have the Spirit , which 
» ave it not : Tyreſe are they that { parate 
themſeir ves ſenſual, having not the Spi- 
rit, Jude v. 19. Schiſmatical perions 
which ſay,1 am of Paul,1 of Apollo, and 

1 of Cepas, & rc. may think themle.ves 
ſpiritual , bur they are there:n Car- 
zal, nd walk as men, 1 Cor. 3, 1,2, 
wacther therc be an fol medtate witnes 
of the Spirit given by G.d in ſome 
caſes, 1 need nat, nor will I now dif- 
pute 
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pute , for theſe words ſpeak only of 
fuch a witneſs cf che Spirit, as toge- 
ther with the leading'ot the Spirit, is 
comman to all the Sons of God: and 
this (I believe) I may truly (ay, 
1, The Holy Spicit doth ordinarily, 
itnot alway , witaz(s with our ſp ris 
mediately, by the truits, cfte&s, and 
gracious operations thereof, or elſe 
| to what end are marks and fivns ſer 
down in Scripture, and we comian- 
ded to try our ſelves by them, 1 70h. 
3. 14. 2 Cor. 13.$. Gal.6.2,3. 

2. TheSpirit of God in the breſt_ 
of the believer, and the Spirit of God 
in the Bible, are the ſame Spirit of 
truth - and therefore the Spirit of 
God will not ſpeak peace to the wicked, 
Tſa. 57. 21. or witnels them to be the 
Sons of God, which by theirpride, 
lying, cruelty, treachery,or allowtn 
themſelves in fin, declare themſelves 
to be of their father the Devill, 19%.$. 
44. 1 10h. 3.8. So it doth not con- 


demn the generation of the juſt, 
G 2 which 
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which are weary and heavy laden, do 
hunger and thirſt after righteouſ- 
nefle. 

3. The Spirit of God witnsſſeth 
in ordinances , cr at leaſt, not with- 
out them , not inthe negleR and con- 
tempt of them : God ind<ed doth not 
tyc his own hand, but ours : God can 
fed with Manna, but will not , when 
men may plcugh and ſow. How the 
Spirit of God doth make uſe of holy 
Ordinances, we have heard before; 
thoſe that think themſelves above or- 
dinances, are indeed much below 
them. 

4. There is ordinarily a (pirir of 
bondage, antecedent to the ſpirit of 
adoption, v. 15,16. it firſt convin- 
ceth of fin, then of righteouſneſle, 
Toh. 16.9. | 

5. The witnefling Spirit is a work - 
ing ſpirit, a ſpirit of ſanRification, 
Rom.1. 4, 5. canſt thou find the work 
of the ſpirit, or at leaſt ſome prints 
and parcels of that work © A few 


grapes 


ons 
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grapes ( ſaith DF, S:4bs) diſcover a 
tree t9 be a Vine, nota Thorn; and 
truth of one grace, doth evidence 
truth of all graces: it is a golden chain 
God hath linked thein together, let 
none put them alunder. 

6. They cnely have the witneſſe 
of the ſpirit thar are led by, and walk 
after the ſpirit, verſe 1. 14. Now 
theſe words do import both thur ha- 
ving and aQting of ipiritual life: Dead 
things may be drawn , but cannot in 
propricty of ſpeech be ſaid to be lea, 
or towalk, 

2. They import motion, a conti- 
nued motion after ſome thing that 
g0cs before. 

3. Awilling mation,when the foul 
is not haled, hurried, or violently tor- 
ced, but they are led. I cannot en- 


large, 


G3 


Cray. I X. 


Of the continuance of the 
Muaniſterial Spirit and 
Of fice in all ages,0n I/a. 
66.21. 


6 ſhoves words are a gracious Goſpel 


promiſe , in which he Lord of the 
Harveſt pr»miſeth, 1 ſhall be his care 
and work to ſend forth labourers into his 
harveſt : hee ſaith not, Ton or they 
ſh31l rake, but T will take, vi}, from 
amongſt men, Heb. 5. 1. lift them up 
to be over and above the pecple, call 
them to be neer to me , accept thetn, 
att them in a peculiar manner , them 
( I fay ) not all the faithful! of the na- 
tions, or moſt of them , but [#ndry of 
them, ar leaſt ſore of them. To be: 
Prieſts , he ſaith not Prieſt , for then 


i 
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it might have ſeemed he had fpoken 
but of one, v:/z. Chriſt; nor doth he 
{ay Prophets, which might ſeem to 
be temporary and extraordinary, or 
Preachers , which ſome will needs 
diftinguiſh from officers : bur Prizfts 
and Levites , which being the names 
by which the Jewiſh ordinary con- 
ſtant miniſtery were expreſſed , he 
doth thereby alſo expreſle the mi- 
niſtery of the Goſpel. 

Prieſts,] the Hebrew word 75 
hath no neccflary relation to an Al- 
tar or ſacrifice, it ſignifies not Sacrt- 
fices, but a Serwitor, a Miniſter, Now 
publike Min:ſters were. of two ſorts, 
firſt Pol:t:cal. $9 Davids Sons which 
were of Judahk(of which tribe the Scrip- 
ture ſaith nothing concerning the P rieſt- 
hood ) were chiet Officers, Princes or 
Prieſts, 2 Sam. 8. 18. cum 1 Chron. 
18. 17. The ſ{ccond fort of publike 
Miniſters was Eccleſiaſtical , and this 
miniſtery hath rheſe rwo offices per- 
petually annexed>to it preaching and 


G 4 praycr; 
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prayer ; {lo Samuel when depoſed 
from his Civil power, would bee a 
Prieſt ſtill , and would not ceaſe to pray 
for them , and by preaching ſhew them 
the r1ght way , 1 Sam. 12. 23, the 
Prieſt was to be a kind of mediator, a 
middle perſon between God and the 
people, and ſo was miniſterially zo 
make reconciliation, 2 Cor. 5.19. In 
linea aſcendente , as he looked up- 
ward. he 1s but Miniſter Dei , in linea 
deſcendente ;' as he looked downward, 
he is che Maſter f the Aſſembly , Eccl. 
12, God looks upon him as ſtanding 
for the people, and in their ſtead. Heb. 
5. 1. and people look upon him as 
ſtanding for God, and in his ſtead as 
an Embaſſador of God, 2 Cor. 5. 20. 
and tl:eretore ſometimes he 1s to be 
Gods mouth to the people by preach- 
ing ; andthe peoples mouth to God 
by prayer. Now preaching and pray- 
er was either ceremonial or morall. 
Sacrificing was ceremonial praying; 
faith and prayer were the foul , thz 


| ſubſtance 
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ſubſtance of thoſe ſacrifices, without 
which the ſacrifices and (acrificers, 
were but dead carkaſſes and carrions, 
and did ſtink in Gods noſtrils : Expi- 
atorie ſacrifices were prayers , eſpe- 
cially for pardon of fin through the 
Sacrifice ot Chriſt;gratulatory ſacri- 
fices were prayſes and thank(givings 
for the mercies of God in Chriſt : Sa- 
craments, and other ceremonial ob- 
ſervances,.were their preaching, they 
were their Goſpel. The Old Teſta- 
ment was but Ewvangelium wvelatum, 
Chriſts face with a mask on it, rhe 
New Teſtament is, Evangelium re- 
velatum , Chriſt unvyailed, revealed, 
that now we ſee him with open face , 
2 Cor. 3. 18, and the office of Prieſt- 
hood, which was in the time of rhe 
Old Teſtament, was not by Chriſt 
utterly extinguilhed, but changed ; 
Heb. 7.12. The Engliſh word Prieſt, 
is an Honourable name of ir ſelf , 
rhough now partly, becauſe of the I- 
dolatry, Ignorance, Iniquity, both "n 
the 
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the Popiſh Prieſts, and of roo many 
Miniſters, and princ:pally becauſe of 
the impiery and prophancnefle of the 
rimes1t be degenerated and become, 
a reproach, ir is derived ofthe Larine 
Presbyter , or rather from the Greek 
Tgzwforeg@, 2 name very frequent 
both inthe Scpruzgint of the Old 3nd 
Original oi che New Teſtamear. 

The word f Alſo} fien fies thar 
this is an addmonal promiſe to the 
former, tharthe Genrilcs (h>uld not 
only be Proſe!y'ed, as v.20. but alſo 
Priefted , Several of them were pro- 
ſclyred betore , bur the Prieſts and 
Levites were not of any bur rhe Jew- 
iſh Nation, nor of any Tribe bur the 
Tribe of Levi; and therefore this 
Text is certainly fulfilled *amongft 
the Gentiles. 

Allthar I purpoſe to do, is to ſhew 
the continuance ot publike Eccleſia- 
ſtical Officers, or Miniſters from the 
creation to the confummation of the 


world. 
A am 
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Ada the firſt man , was, the frf 
Prieſt , a Prieſt at firſt without a peo- 
ple: as a man may have Commiſſion 
to be a Colonel which yet hath no re- 
ment ; a Prieſt for himſelf, then for 
himſelt and wife, then for his chil- 
dren alſo, which did multiply and res 
pleniſh the earth: Cain and Abel did 
not offer up their own facrifice, but 
brought them to Adams to be offered by 
him, Gez. 4. 3, 4. doubtlels 4dam of- 


'F- * fered facrifice befote, but there is ni6 


dire& mention made of it, becauſe 
{ poſſibly) no ſuch notable accident 
tell out therein, as in the ſacrificing of 
his $ons : but doubtleſſe they learned 
of Adam to ſacrifice z and thole beaſts 
are ſuppoſed to be offered up in ſacti- 
fice, of whoſe skins God made Adam 
and Eve their Coats, Gen. 3. 

Under 44am while he lived, and 
after him when he was dead, the fir #- 
born were Prieſts , the heads of the 
houſes, Fathers of Families , did fred 


their Families; the Church being then 
Dome- 
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Domeftical, the Government was 
Patriarchal , fuch were Seth, Enos, 
Cainan, and Enoch the Prophet, Fude 
V. 14 15, and others until the lood, 
and then Noah was a Prieſt and offe- 
red Sacrifice , Gen. 8, 20. and preached 
righteouſneſs, 2 Pet. x, and had a na- 
tural Sacrament, the Rain-bow. A 
remainder of this is ſtill in Families, 
every man being a King to rule, a 
Prophet to inſtruc them , a Prieſt to 
pray for them , as /ob did, 10b 1. 5. 
and to blefle them in the Name of the 
Lord : and hence it is that under the 
name of Father and Mother in the fitt 
eommandment,arc included both Ci- 
vil and Eccleftaſtical Parents , as well 
as Domeſticall , becauſe at the time 
of the pronulgation of the Law, Pa- 
rents were Princes , Prieſts and Pro- 
phets of 1115 Church. So Abraham was 
a Prieſt, offered ſacrifice, received 
the promiſe, and circumciſion the ſeal 
of it, and did inſtru his children and 
{crvants, Gen. 18, 19. '( Hence Iſaac 
knew 
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knew what he went abour, and asked 
for a Kid or Lamb for a burnt-offe- 
ring, Gez. 22.) After him 1ſaac and 
{arob were the Prieſts; yea in Egypt 
God made his mercy viſible, in ipa- 
ring the firſt-bora which were dedi- 
cated to (,od, Ex:dmus the 11.4, 5. 6. 
and of this ſort were thoſe Prieſts, we 
read of Exod, 19, 22, Indeed God 
did not tye his own hands inthis,Caiz 
bcing excommunicated and put out 
of Gods prelence for his bloody act z 
Seth his younger brother was pat in, 
Gen. 4. 14. 16, SO Sem Was not 
Noah's eldeſt Son ( though named 
firſt for dignities ſake) for laphet was 
his elder brother, Gen. 10. 21. Sem 
was the Father of Heber,and of the He- 
brews , the Church of God: and F4- 
phet, of the Gentiles, which then were 
not (though atterward they, or {ame 
of them did become) members of 
Gods Church; and I belceve thar 
Sem was he which was called Melchi- 
zeack , tor he lived ſundry years - 
the 
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the time of 4braham ; and who el(e 
cauld be a King and Pricſt in Gods 
houle , and greater then Abrahan but 
only Sem : So God rejected Eſa, and 
Fgcob, the bleſſing and the Principali- 
ty and Prieſt-hood , which was an- 
nexcd tothe primogeniture, though 
Eſaz prophanely fold it, and Rebecca 
dealr :ndireRly abour it, yet the Lord 
confirmed it, Gez. 25. 31, 32. Then 
the Tribe of Lev? was ſeparated to be 
Prieſts and Miniſters to the Lord, in- 
ſtead of all the firſt-born , Numb. 3, 
40. and Aaroz was conſecrated an 
Hizk-Prieft, and alter him E/eaFar, 
though the High-Prieſts office did 
not long continue in his tamily, poſſt- 
bly the High-Pricſts in that trouble- 
{ome and changeable time had finful- 
ly compiyed with toleration , that 
every M423 might do what is right in his 
own eyes, Judg. 17. 6. © 21. 25. 
and with the wandring of Prieſts and 
Levucs for wanrt' of fetled mainte- 


Nance , ud. 17. 6. & 19. 1. and 


theretore 
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therefore El of the Family of ithe. | I 


mar was made Prieſt, who alſo again 
being indulgent to his Sons, that were 
horribly prophane , the Prieſthood 
returned to the family of Eleeer in 
Zadik ( and there God remembred 
Phinehas, Num 25. 13) whom others 
{ucceeded even in the ume of the cap- . 
tivity, for though they did et S 

bread of afji:&tion, and drink the water 
of aff111on , yet their eyes did fee their 
zeachers, according to Gods promile, 
1ſa. 30. 20. ler. 33. 18. 21. and ſun- 
dry ot their Prieſts did return with 
them from captivity, Ezra 2. Yeathe 
Prieſts and Zewites Were continued 
till Chriſts time. Zacharia» of the 
conrſe of Abiah , and his W.f+ of the 
Daughters of Aarow 15 mentioned 2 
Luc. 1, and Chriſt bade them ſhow 
themſelves unto the Priefts, Manta. $.4. 
bade them hear the Scrabes and Phart- 
ſees ſitting in Moſe» chair, Math, 23.1, 
and hee appeared before the High 
Prieſt, and anſwered for himleit. 4. 


23. 
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23. Tortell of rhe manifold corrup- 
tions and depravations of the Pricit- 
hood , mentioned in Canonicall 2nd 
Jewiſh Church-ſtory, whar Idola- 
rers, Apoſtates, Traytors ſome of 
them were, what traditions and hu- 
mane inventions they obſerved , what 
ſes , {chitines , (editions, wars, tt- 
mulrs , murthers they were guilty of : 
whar buying and ſelling, whar placing 
and diſplacing , chopping and chan- 
oing there was of the High PrieſtsOt- 

ce , the High-Prieſts executing the 
Office ſometimes by turnes , and 
ſometimes yearly, ( as is conceived in 
Chriſts rime, 10%. 1 1. 49. ) and ſome- 
times the High Prieſts Ofhce was 
conterred on thoſe that were nor of 


 Aarons Line, nor of any of the other 


Levitical Families , and one Anaxe- 
lus one of the Prieſts of Babylon, was 
thruſt into that office - I ſay to ex- 
preſſe theſe things largely,would fill 
a volume; and yer the Lord (you ſec) 
preſerycd the eſſence of the _ 
00 
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hood in the midit of all theſe confuſi- 
ons and corruprions, Jeſus Chriſt 
had all the Prieſthood of the Old Te- 
ſtament concentred in him , therefore 
be is called our High Prief, Heb. 3.1. 
or the chief Officer of the Old Teſta- 
ment, 4 Prieſt after rhe order of Mel- 
chiſedeck , the greatneis of whole 
Prieſthood the Apollile proves by his 
bleſsing Abrabam and tything him , 
Heb. 7: 2. 4, 5, 6. and conſequently 
of the Prieſthood of Telus Chriſt, 
who receiveth T ythes , of whom it wit- 
neſſedthat he liveth, v. $. hath an un- 
changeable Prieſthood, and # able to 
ave t8 the uttermo{t them that come to 
God by him, v. 22.24, 25. SO was he 
alſo the Father and Fountain of the 
miniſtry of the New Teſtament, 
which at firſt was in Chriſt alone, 
hence he is called alſo our Apoſtle, 
Heb. 3. 1. Prophet, Act. 3. 22. E- 
vaugeliſt, (1.41.27. Chief Bijhop os 
Paſtor, 1 Pet. 2.25. Doctor , Math, 
- 23,10, Diaconuns or Miniſter , Rom. 
H 15. 
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15.8. As Adam the firſt Miniſter of 
the Old Teſtament, was a King, a 


Prieſt and Propiet , ſo alſo was 


Chriſt. 

The encreaſe and growth of the 
Church, was the occaſion of the (eve- 
rall Miniſters , Officers and offices of 
the Church; this appears by expreſs 
Scripture in the Apoitle, Matth.9.36. 
&c. Matth, 10.1. in the 70. Diſct- 
ples, Luc. 10, 1. 2. inthe leven men- 

10ncd, .1&.6.1, 2, 3. &c: 

Jeſus Chriſt when he aſcended up 0 
hizh, he gave auifts unto men , ſ'me A- 
poſtles, ſome Fropoets, ſome Evanzel.ſt, 
{ome Pajtors and teachers for the work 
of the miniſtry, Ephefſ.4.11.12, Chriſt 
was the coef Pajtor, 1 Pet. 25. then 
the Apultles, 704. 24, 15, ( winch was 
a three told renewing ot the Apoito- 
lick comm1liioa , becauſe his rhree- 
told denial of Chr.ſt, ſeemed to de- 
grade Inn ) then the Presbyters , 
: Pet. 5.2. Ads, 20, 28. Chrift was 
the Ah -bfoop, I Pet. 2,25. Apo- 

{tles 
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ſtles, Bithops, A@#. 1. 20. then the - 
Presbytors, Ac, 20. 28. Ti, 1, 7. 
God ſcn: Cinriſt, he tent the Apo- 
ſtles, John 20. 21, Chriſt ordained 
twelve, Mark 3. 14. 10h, 15.14. And 
the Apoſtles did not only themtclves 
ordain Church-Officers, A. 14.23, 
1 Tim. 4.14. butalio directed, yea, 
and charged others alſo to orda n t--at 
there might be a ſucceſſhon of the Mi- 
niſtry atrer tlicir Geparture,, 1 7m, 
3.1, &c- andy. 31.33 3 Tiw. 3. 3. 
And doubtleſs Timothy, Titus , and 
others concerned, were careful to ob- 
ſerve and keep their directions and 
charge z and Jeſus Chriſt himlelf 
promiſed he would be with the Apo- 
ſtles, not only all their days, but 
ndous Tas nutens, All days and {ucceſh- 
ons of times, 93 «-@r@,, w! ich is tre- 
quently taken for the end of the 
world, by the ſame Evangeliſt, Mat. 
I3. 39, 40.49- & 24.3. andthere- 
fore includes a promite of being not 
only with the Apoſtles , Prophets, 
H 2 Evan- 
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'Evange'i , extraordi-aary and tem- 


porary Officers; but alſo with Pa- 
ſtors and Teachers, their ordinary” 
ſucceſſors to the end of the wortd 5 
and in periermance of the ia:d pro- 
mtrie, we donot only read of Biſhops, 
Elders, Paſtors, and Rulers, Mini- 
ſters, in the Epiſtles of Paw/, bur alſo 
Angels, Elders, Prophets , Stars , 
which Chrift holdeth in hs own Right 
Hand, who walketh atſo in the midſt of 
the ſeven golden Candleſticks , in the 
Book ot the Revelation , which is a 
Prophetical Hiſtory, or Hiſtorical 
Prophefie of the Principal Paflages of 
the Church of God, unto the end of 
the world, thatthe holy Bible might 
one way or other, relate the Principal 
conceraments of the Church, trom 
the Creationo t'1e world,to the con- 
{ummation thereof, In #evel. 4. 4. 
6,7. There wasa T»rove,-a place of 
Gods firting among lt his people as in 


*he Tabernacle or Temple, and four 
and twenty Elders, by which we muſt 


Un- 


| 
of the Miniſterial Syirir. Tal. 
underſtind rhe Pscsbizers, ar Biſbops 
Q. th: Church, uutthe Saincsor pri- 
yate members: For fi:ſt, Never are 
private members. ca.led Presbiters, 
Pricſts, in contradiction torheir Offi- 
cers. Secondly, They are (aid to 
fi: upon Thrones, and have Crowns »n 
” their Heads. Thirdly, This fecms to 
allude to the twenty four courles of 
Pricits that waited on God in the 
Temple. Fourthly, One of thoſe 
Elders, Rev. 7. 14. {peaking of the 
1440008. (of every Tribe 120008.) 
ſaith, theſe are they, not we are tucy, 
as making a differcnce between. the 
Elders and other Sainrs.,, and by the 
four Beaſts, are meant, the Chriſtian 
C hurches, through the tour Quarters 
of the world, alluding to the encam- 
ping of the 1ſraelrtes, which did bearin 
their tour Standards, the ſame heaſts, 
that axe here mentioned, they that ex- 
pound this Prophette cleaa contrary 
ways, yet they grant that theMiniſters 
are ſignified , If net by the Elders, 


_ yer 
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yer by the tour Beaſts. In Rev. 7. the 
4 ribe if Levi is not omitted (as fome- 
times it 151n the old Teſ'a.nent, where 
alio we read of 12.T ribes befides)if it 
had then t'e Anti-miniſterial Spirits 
of the edays, would have.teemed to 
bave ſomewhat to glory of, bur ir is 
ſaid, that of that T ribe as well as of 
the other Tribes, thoug:: it was a 
{mall T:ibe, were ſealea twelve thou- 
ſand, w' ich being ſpoken of the 
Church of the Gentiles, by alluſion 
tothe Jewiſh Church, may well ſhew 
tc us a number of the Miniſters law- 
fully called, and appr-'ved by God, 
proportionable to the reſt of the peo- 
ple, or that God would alſo out of 
the belicving Gent les, chuſe ſome to 
be Prieſts and Levites to him : Alſo 
wi:en Antichriſt moſt raged and reig- 
ned : and the ourward Court was gives 
:- the Gentiles, Rv. 11, 2, Yet the 
Temple though Antichriſt did fitin it, 
2 Tel. 2.4.) and Alter, and they that 
wor ſhip therein(now amonglt the Fews 
(to 
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(to whole cuſtome he ajludeth) the 
Prieſts did worthip the Lord in the 
inner Court) were to be meaſurcd, as 
being Gods Building, to be repaired 
and kept up by him ;, and God did all 
along preierve not only precious 
truths; the Poſitive and Affirmative 
truths of Chriſtian Religion (Popery 
conſiſting mvſtly in Additions, as 
chew:iere I nave ſhewed) which were 
preached by the very Prieſts them- 
ielves, cipeclally thoſe main Do- 
rines of the Trinity, the Nuivity, 
Death, and Paſhon, Reſurrection and 
Accenſton of jeſus Chriſt, of his fen- 
ding the holy Ghoſt, e&Fc. upon the 
yearly days,let apart tor the memori- 
al of thetn + Burt allo he did preſerve 
an holy people, that inſtead of having 
the mark, name, or number of the Beaſts 
name, had their Fathers name written 
in their foreheads, Rev. 14.1. anda 
fairhful Miziſtery, proportion2ble 
thereunto : 1wo witneſſes, a ſufficient 
number to hold up }:15 truth for wp 

| the 
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the month of two or three witneſſes ſhall 
every word be eſtabliſhed, and it was 
Propheſicd that they ſhould feed the 
Church during the time ot her low- 
eſt exiled condition, Rev.12.6. Itis 
not ſaid / will teed her, which might 
ſecmto be extraordinary ; or ſhe (hall 
feed her ſelf , for then it might be 
imagined that private brethren did 
teed one another ; but They, the Pro- 
phefiers, ſhould feed her, and theſe 
were ſlatn , and who w ere they : ? not 
only Saints, but Prophets, which are 
diſt nguiſhed trom other Saints, and 
R12 hteous men, not only in othe 
Scriptures, Eph. 4.11.12 Mat, 10, 
41, 42. but allo in this very Book, 
whici doth nor only mention the ſlay- 
ing of the W:tneſſes, bur allo for the 
fame, draws up an Ind &ment againſt 
Babylon, that in her was found the blood, 
as wel of Proph?1s,as of private Saints, 
Rev.18.24. fc rthey as well as oth-rs, 
were witneſſes by the word of the Teſti- 
m02y, ard not iovinr their lives unio 
the 
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the death : Many godly Miniſters in 
ſeveral Ages, have born Teſtimony 
to the truth of Chriſt, and oppolcd 
Antichriſt; ſo that God , nutwith- 
ſt:nding the Idvlatries, Sorceries , 
Whoredoms, Hereftes, Perlecuti- 
ons of the Whore of Rome, did al- 
way prelerve the Efſence of the Mi» 
niſtery, even where Satans Scat is, 
Rev, 2.13. 


_—— 


Cui, X. 


Of the Spirit of Corah, 


and hu painſaying on 
Jude verl. 11. 


(by ah was a Levite, though he 
. _- feemsto diſclaim the priviledge 
thereo!, and made himſelt as one of 
whe pec ple; tor he («th not all the 
Tribe of Levi are holy, but all the peo- 
#/e- which were of other hen: al- 
i, and the two hundred and fifty 
Princes Cid offer incenſe as well as he, 
Daihan and Abiram were Sons of 
Fenben, the firſt born of all the Parri- 
Cs , theſe Renberites, Cumped next 
5 the Kobathi! 25, on the Southtide of 
ie Tabcrn cle; : 25 15 ſhewed, Num. 2. 
and j-ned with them, andtwo hundred 
ad fifiy Princes of the — : 
C- 
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Scnators, State{men, Governours , 
Repured, Religious and Righteous 
men, were famous in the Church, men 
of name and renown, Numb. 16. 1, 2+ 
they were not any of them (that we 
read of) vile or vicious in their con- 
verſation, nor 1S 1t likely, if they had 
been o,that the Congregation (hould 
to much recipe them, and though 
they be called wicked men, v. 26. or 
(as {ome others read it) ſanners, per- 
verſe, hard men, yertthat was by rea- 
{on ot their 4:w7ſton, which is a work 
of the fleſh, Gal. 5. 20. ſhewing them 
tO be carnal, 1 Cor. 3. 1,2. not by 
reaſon of any grofle miſcarriage in 
their converſation that we know of z 
the occaſion of it (ſaith Solomon Far- 
chi) and indeed it might well be one 
occaſion, was, Corah being a Levite, 
of the Koathites, which was the chict 
family of the Lewites took offence , 
and envied at the preferment of El:- 
\aphan the ton of Uzziel, whom Mo- 
ſes had made Prince over the ſans of 
Keath, 
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Koath, Numb.3. 20. when he was of 
the youngelt brother, and Corah him- 
felt was or 12bar, elder then hes and 

robably Dathan , Abiram, 2nd ON), 
being the ſons of the eldelt :on of Fan 
«ah did grudge that tre priviledge of 
primozeniture, was taken trom their 
EF: ther,an.: 1s houic z See Ainſworth 

tm Nuzb 16, 

Tac RALUTE and m2nner of their of- 
fence was this; Corah 10k men, he 
#paried, {ait” the Syriach Verbion; py 
dwvided, launch Fr rmm Onkelos ,, with- 
drem himſeif, ſeparued himſelf, took 
btm.elt to be a page from the Congre- 

gation, ſaich Solomon Farchi. And 
Datha ', Abiram and 0s allo,took men,, 
22d leparared themielves, or rather, 
Carah took them all into a diſtin& 
Cangregation or Church, from the 
Congregation of the Lord, and from 
Deng > underth 1e powe er and over- ſight 
af the Rulers thercof, Numb. 16. 5, 6. 

27, 40. Pſalm, 106, 17. They roſe uf 
aan Moſes and Aaron , thougi I I 

con- 
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conceive them guilty rather of Eccle- 
fiaſtical chen of Civil divition, rather 
of Schiim then Sedirion or T reaſon, 
and their oppoſition was rather 
againſt Moſes as a Miniſter, then asa 
Magiſirate, tor they ſaid nor all rhe 
people are wiſe, valiant, true hearted, 
which are the qualifications ot the 
M.igiſtrate, they did not claim ro 
rule the ſtate, but 10 offer 1zcenſe, v. 3+ 
5,10, hence Aarons Rod budaea, not 
Moſe. his Rod, Numb. I7 though in 
their zeal for their Schi.m, they did 
unduritully r<flc& alio upon the civil 
Magiſtrate, v. 13. 14. nor did they 
lead only tor the equaliry of the 
Prieſts, with the high Prieſts, cr of 
the Levites with the Prieſts, as ſome 
learned men do conceive they did 
though this then had been a very 
great crror, and more exprels againſt 
plain Texts, then it is now to hold the 
equality of Church-Officers under 
the. New-Teſtament; but though 
Corah was a Levite, they pleaded tor 
| the 
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the equality of all the people with the 
Prieſts and Levites the words which 
F-ude calls the g4inſiying of Corah were 
theſe; All the Church « holy , every 
one of them , and the Lord s anangſt 
them, wherefore lift ye up your ſelves 
above the Congregation of the Lord,v.z. 
whereas in deed and truth it was they 
that took too much upon them,v.7. 8,9. 
they preached much for Liberty, yea, 
{piritua], m:niſterta] power in the bo- 
dy of the people,in oppofition to their 
euides and leaders, they affected,chal- 
lenged and uſurped the Prieſthood, . 
v. 10. in thatthey C14 feek iregriuus, 
tas the Septuagint reads 1t) to do the 
work of the Prieſts, ro offer Incenſe, 
which though they might eaſily be 
£ifted for,yer were not called to ir, and 
 queſtionlels, the people inrended their 
gwaprofit too; tor itthe Prieſts work 
might be taken from them , and done 
a$ 12vwfully by others, why might not 
2}fo their Tithes and Wages £ This 
Schifm pretencing the purity, power, 

pri- 
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priviledge and indire&ly the profir 
t00 of the body of the Congreganuon, 
and comp!iaining of the uſurparion oit 
the Pricits, though reſiſted by Moſes, 
and 4 aron (who hav.ng been highly 
and vilibly hor.oured by God , de- 
ſerved to have been very venerable 
amongſt rhe people} to far prevailed 
that Cora) zatoered all : he (onzrezation 
againſt M. ſes a1 Aaron,v. 19g. and 
though G.u by Moſes (the Elders of rhe 
Congrezation fo' owing him ) charged 
them to torſake { ( orah 1nd his compa- 
ny ; yea, though God himſelt accor- 
ding as Moſes ad foretold, appeared 
2gainit them in un < «traordinary mt- 
riculous way v. 28.to 34, So that 
the people ſaw /t and fled,v. 34. Yeros 
the mor -ow ..ll theCongregation((o fond 
they were cf that pleahng Dycrine, 
atter they had lepr on it) murmered 
azainſt Moſes and Aaron , laying, ye 
have ſl unthe pe-pie of the Lord.,v. 41, 
42. asthough Moſes, Aaron andthe 
Elders were nut the Lords people, but 

CAc- 
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enemies, yea murtherers ot them,they 
meant of Corah and his company, 
which were taken away by Gods im- 
mediate hand, but afrerward God for 
this their murmuring ſent a plague, 
v. 45. Cc. This Spiritthat was in Co- 
rah, was indecd an evil, ſeditious, 
{chi{matical Spirir, and their op.nion 
and praQtiſe, hoy pleaſant and plaufi- 
ble loever; and what ever the 250, 
Princes of the Aſſembly, anJ all the 
Congregation yoted for it, was a dan- 
gcrous, deadly, damning fin, God 
did ſtrike them dead, not by the com- 
won death of all men; {ome the earth 
fwailowcd up, v. 32. ſome the fire 
conſumed, v. 35, ſome the plague , 
C.47. and Fudeſaih, men periſh in 
the gainſaying of Corah. 

1 hs gainlaying of Corab is a finof 
the nc Teſtament as well of the old, 
Fude v.11. Let it be ſeriouſly and 1ad- 
ly confidercd of whom that Text is 
tpoken, and whether there be not ma- 
ny now adays{{ome perhaps of honeſt 
wecnticns and affections) guilty of it. 
FINIS 


